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The Priestly Society of Saint Pius X in Ireland 
Saint Pius X House 
12 Tivoli Terrace South 

Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin 
Telephone: (01) 284 2206 

Very Rev. Ramón Anglés, Superior 
Rev. Régis Babinet 

 

Saint John’s Presbytery 
1 Upper Mounttown Road 
Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 
Telephone: (01) 280 9407 
Rev. Paul Biérer 
 

Corpus Christi Church  
Connaught Gardens 

Athlone, Co. Roscommon 
Telephone: (090) 649 2439 
Rev. Fabrice Loschi, Prior 

Rev. David Nichols 
Rev. Br. Gerard 

      CONTACT 
 
Saint Pius V Chapel 
78 Andersonstown Road   Dún Laoghaire or 
Belfast, Co. Antrim    Mr. McKeown (028) 9445 3654 
 
Our Lady of the Rosary Church 
Shanakiel Road    Dún Laoghaire or 
Sunday’s Well, Co. Cork   Mr. O’Connor (021) 437 1196 
 
Our Lady of Knock and St Patrick Chapel 
Unit 5 Richbrook Business Park,   Dún Laoghaire or 
Mill Rd, Bessbrook, Newry, Co. Down Mr. McArdle (028) 3082 5730 
 
Saint Joseph’s Mass Centre  Dún Laoghaire or 
Tralee, Co. Kerry    Mrs. Dennehy  (068) 43123 
 
Cashel Mass Centre   Dún Laoghaire or 
Co. Tipperary       Mr. Walsh (062) 61028 
  

 
Website : www.ireland.sspx.net 
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Sunday 2nd Collection 
1st : For the Seminaries of the SSPX 
2nd : For Insurances (buildings, car, health) 
3rd : For Utilities (heating, electricity, petrol, phone) 
4th : Building Fund (renovations of churches & priories) 
5th : For the Missions of the SSPX 
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MISSIONS IN NEW CALEDONIA 
AND VANUATU 

IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN 

PAITA - NC 

St Patrick’s Mission -
HOUAILOU - NC 

HOUAILOU - NC 

Here are some photos of the SSPX Missions in the 
Pacific. On the top, building of the first chapel of the 
Society in New Caledonia, visited recently by Fr. Bié-
rer, the only SSPX priest native of that island. The 
small photos represent the oratories made by some 
faithful for the use of the priests when they come. 
Below are photos of Vanuatu, an other Pacific island, 
which Fr. Stephens is from, SSPX priest in Australia.   
Please pray for the success of these missions! 

On the left, Fr Biérer and 
Clovis, the chief of the tribe 
who went to Paris in 1978 
to ask Archbishop Lefebvre 
for a priest and the Mass in 
New Caledonia.. 

Fr Todd Stephens in Vanuatu 

DUMBEA - NC 

Vanuatu 
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Intention for the Eucharistic Crusade  
for the month of July 2010 
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· The Holy Church 
· The Holy Father and the Bishops 
· The Priests and Seminarians 
· Priestly & Religious Vocations 

����/��0(0��� �
� � ��������� ��� ����� .�����!��
�����"��&�������� 	
���
��
���%�� �����

��������"����*���
������ �
��
�����
	�&��1��&��	&� 	�
���
������	�&*�
� � ������ ���������� 	
��
�"���#����������	���	��������	
���	&��	�
���
(	��*� %��	��� 	�2� 3�*� 
�4���� ���� ��5
� $�	 
� �*� ���� 	��� 6�� �!�� 
��  �!��
	���7����.�8��������6�������
��$�	&�
6� �9:�
� � ������������ �������� ������ .� ���� �	
��� ���� 
��� ��!!���
�	!$�����
���0� �	���
� �����	���
����&�	��6����;�� ����
���������.�"��&�')
��

��<=
�� 	��� ���� 
��� ;�&��.�"��&�<=
�� 
��+'�
*� ���� � � 	
���� ��� 
���  	!$�� ���
�� �	����>� 
��&� 6���� 
	2�� $�	 �� ��� �	��1����� ?����> � 
	��& ������>� ��*�
�	1	�*����
	 
�3��
�4���*�
� ������������� ����������!"#" .��
%��	���$������
��	1����#��?�����.�@AA�''B�CBB�=D)+� �
���*�')
����<'�
�E�!��#�����	
�	����
��	
�
��$
*�')
��F�'D
�.��� ���� 
��������(������
���3���� �	�
��������
� 
*�A
����C
�.�E�!��#�����	
�	����
��	
�
��1*�D
��F�'+
�.�(��#�����	
�	����
��	
�
� � ����$�� ������%� ���$����$�� .�����$�����!	���6����
	2��$�	 ��

����&�	�����(���	&�< �� ������
�<,', *����
	 
��
������������
	���*�
� � ��&��� ����� ���%� .� ����	&� '= 
� � �����
�<,', � .�?��&� (	��� 	
� '<�
����������6���;&�	�$�� ��������������������
������� !$
������������	�&*�
��� ��	���;	�;� ��>��	!��&��	&*����
	 
������	���	� ���������
	���*�



4� St John's Bulletin�   July-August 2010

 

�������������	��
�
��
��
��������
����  

By His Grace Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 
 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the foundation of 
the Society of St Pius X by Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre. 
Therefore his great book Open Letter to Confused Catholics 
will be printed in this bulletin, one chapter every month to 
read again those lines which are still pertinent today! 
 

Chapter 3 
What are they doing to the Mass! 

French atomic experiments on the Isle of 
Mururoa.  Amongst them was a priest who 
celebrated Mass on the deck of the sailing 
ship, in the company of two other men.  All 
three were wearing shorts, one is even strip-
ped to the waist.  The priest is raising the 
Host, no doubt for the elevation. He is nei-
ther standing nor kneeling, but sitting or 
rather slumped against the boat’s superstruc-
ture. 
 
One common feature emerges from these 
scandalous pictures; the Eucharist is reduced 
to an everyday act, in commonplace sur-
roundings, with commonplace utensils, atti-
tudes and clothing. Now the so-called Ca-
tholic magazines which are sold on church 
bookstalls do not show these photos in order 
to criticize such ways, but on the contrary, to 
recommend them. La Vie even considers 
that that is  not enough. Using in its habitual 
manner extracts from readers' letters to ex-
press its own thoughts without having them 
attributed to itself, it says, “The liturgical 
reform must go further... the unnecessary 
repetitions, the same form of  words ever 
repeated, all this regulation holds back crea-
tiveness.” What ought the Mass to be? The 
following gives a hint: “Our problems are 
manifold, our difficulties increasing and the 

�� �;����$�����;1���� �;����$�����;1�� ��

�� have before me some photos published 
in Catholic newspapers representing the 
Mass as it is now often said. Looking at 

the first photo I find it difficult to understand 
at what moment of the Holy Sacrifice it has 
been taken. Behind an ordinary wooden 
table, which does not appear very clean and 
which has no cloth covering it, two persons 
wearing suits and ties elevate or present, one 
a chalice, the other a ciborium.  The text 
informs me they are priests, one of them the 
federal chaplain of Catholic Action. On the 
same side of the table, close to the first cele-
brant are two girls wearing trousers, and 
near the second celebrant two boys in swea-
ters. A guitar is placed against a stool. 
 
In another photo the scene is the corner of a 
room which might be the main room of a 
youth club.  The priest is standing, wearing a 
Taizé-like alb, before a milking-stool which 
serves as an altar; there is a large earthenwa-
re bowl and a small mug of the same sort, 
together with two lighted candle-ends. Five 
young people are sitting cross-legged on the 
floor, one of them strumming a guitar. 
 
The third photo shows an event which oc-
curred a few years ago, the cruise of some 
ecologists who were seeking to prevent the 
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the chiefs of the Déise would henceforth be inau-
gurated at a place called Hyneon and would be 
installed by St Declan and his successor Bishops. 
St Declan was invited to a feast in the house of a 
pagan chief named Dorca. Dogmeat was insult-
ingly substituted for mutton and given to St 
Declan. He refused it and exposed the mischief. 
The chief thereupon believed with all his house-
hold. While there, St Declan also blessed a stone, 
which, if the Deisi warriors would march around 
before fighting in a just cause, they would be 
invincible in battle – which occurred thereafter. 
The place was called Teach Dorcain and later 
Coninga because of the dogmeat incident. St 
Declan also founded a monastery there. 
St Declan also travelled to the neighbourhood of 
Tara, where his ancestors had come from and was 
greatly welcomed and honoured there. He was 
given a field nearby where he founded a monas-
tery for religious and a church. This could ��� �����
���	�
�  - the modern Ashbourne in Co Meath. 
On his journey home, he sought accommodation 
in a castle in Ossory. This was refused and he and 
his disciples were attacked. However, the perpe-
trators died that night. Others, who had disagreed 
with the attack, did penance and gave lands on 
which St Declan founded another monastery and 
left one of his disciples as superior. On another 
occasion, he was refused a boat to cross a river, 
but the Lord changed the water to dry land to 
enable his party to cross. Fire fell on those who 
had refused; they were destroyed and their castle 
consumed. Another day, a horse on his chariot 
went lame, so St Declan got a wild deer to take 
the place of the horse. Again, while travelling, a 
servant of his was knocked down and his thigh 
was broken. He ordered a disciple to wrap it up 
and it healed immediately, leaving only a small 
scar. The man who performed the wrapping under 
St Declan’s instruction became gifted as a physi-
cian, as did all his descendents – as was promised 
by the Saint. 
There are a number of Acts and Lives of St 
Declan. He preached and converted the people in 
his region. He ordained priests and consecrated 
Bishops to carry on the work. He is said to have 
raised from the dead a disciple of St Patrick’s who 
had come to visit him, but had been drowned on 
the way. He performed many other great signs and 
miracles before and even after his death at his 
tomb at Ardmore. He is still held in great rever-
ence among the people of the Deisi. He was boun-
teous, pious and humble and people were attracted 
to him always. 
St Declan was the first Bishop and Abbot at Ard-
more. A number of pagan pirates approached by 

sea to attack the foundation and St Declan ordered 
his disciple, St Ultan, in God’s name, to sign 
against the fleet and instantly all the vessels were 
swallowed up by the sea. St Declan designated St 
Ultan as his successor at Ardmore and he contin-
ued to perform miracles after he had succeeded St 
Declan. It is known that there were Bishops at 
Ardmore in later times, e.g. a Bishop Eugene in 
1174 and another Bishop in 1203. 
Like many of our early saints, St Declan also 
would have liked to lead a life of solitude as a 
hermit, but duty called. He did build a small cell 
in a secluded area for retreats on a remote cliff 
site, and it was called St Declan’s Desert. He 
sought time for meditation, prayers, fasts, vigils 
and penances but he had little time there to him-
self  for the people followed him everywhere; the 
poor, the pilgrims, the religious and lay people 
seeking his help. As well as being a spiritual 
father to his people, St Declan also cared for and 
helped their material welfare. His miracles helped 
them thus, e.g. curing the sick and staving off the 
plague and the Calendar of Aengus also attributes 
to him the introduction of rye to Ireland. 
Before his death, St Declan was visited by St Ailb
(h)e of Emly. St Declan seemed to have fore-
knowledge of his death and called to himself a 
disciple, the holy Bishop Liach to perform the 
rites. He then spoke to his monks, exhorting them 
to cultivate peace and charity in all things and to 
persevere and to obey his successors. He died on 
the 24th July in an indefinite year, probably before 
the end of the 5th century. During the burial cere-
monies there were many signs and miracles. He 
was interred at Ardmore, in a building called St 
Declan’s Dormitory in the cemetery. A nearby 
holy well has many curing properties. 
He is listed in most Irish Calendars, and in the 
Scottish. He is the special Patron of the Deisi 
country. There are many dedications to him in 
Ireland, particularly in Co Waterford. There is 
also a church in his honour in Brisbane, Australia. 
St Declan combined the wisdom of the serpent 
with the simplicity of the dove and he was noted 
for his piety, meekness and impartiality. He was 
esteemed for great sanctity and his holy actions; 
he was humble of mien and dress; he had a melo-
dious cadence of voice; he was prudent in coun-
sels and ardent in charity; he had great eloquence 
in preaching and had great intellectual achieve-
ments. He preached to, converted and Baptised 
many. The greatness and frequency of his mira-
cles caused him to be regarded as a great favourite 
of Heaven. All these gifts enabled him to direct 
many souls in true knowledge of Heavenly things 
that lead to eternal life. 
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Church still seems to be remote from them. 
Often we come out of Mass tired.  There is a 
sort of gap between our daily life, our pre-
sent worries, and the sort of life suggested to 
us on Sundays.” 
 
Certainly people come away tired from a 
Mass which strives to bring itself down to 
the level of mankind instead of raising them 
up to God, and which, because it is wrongly 
conceived does not permit them to rise abo-
ve their “problems.” The encouragement 
given to go even further demonstrates a 
deliberate intention to destroy what is sa-
cred.  The Catholic is there dispossessed of 
something which he needs and longs for, 
because he is drawn to honor and revere all 
which relate to God. How much more is this 
the case with the elements of the Sacrifice 
which are to become His Body and His 
Blood! Why make hosts that are grey or 
brown by leaving in part of the bran? Are 
they trying to make us forget that phrase 
omitted from the new Offertory: hanc imma-
culatam hostiam, this immaculate and spo-
tless Host? 
 
That, however, is merely a minor innova-
tion. We frequently hear of the consecration 
of ordinary bread, leavened with yeast, ins-
tead of the pure wheat flour prescribed, the 
exclusive use of which has again been reite-
rated in the papal Instruction Inaestimabile 
Donum. All bounds have now been passed, 
there has even been an American bishop 
who recommends little cakes containing 
milk, eggs, baking-powder, honey and mar-
garine. The desacralization extends to the 
persons vowed to the service of God, with 
the disappearance of the ecclesiastical habit 
for priests and religious, the use of Christian 
names, familiarity and a secularized way of 
living, all in the name of a new principle and 
not, as they have tried to make us believe, 
for practical needs. In proof of which I men-
tion those nuns who leave their enclosure to 
live in rented flats in town, thereby doubling 
their expenses--abandoning the veil and 

incurring the cost of regular sessions at the 
hair dressers. 
 
The loss of what is sacred leads also to sa-
crilege.  A newspaper in the west of France 
informs us that the national contest for band-
girls was held in 1980 in the Vendée region 
of France.  A Mass took place during which 
the band-girls danced and some of them then 
distributed Communion. Moreover, the cere-
mony was finished off with a rondelay in 
which the celebrant took part wearing priest-
s' vestments.  It is not my intention here to 
establish a catalogue of the abuses that are to 
be met with, but to give a few examples 
showing why Catholics today have so much 
at which to be perplexed and even scandali-
zed. I am revealing nothing secret, the tele-
vision has taken upon itself to spread in 
people's homes, during their Sunday mor-
ning programs, the inadmissible off-
handedness that the bishops publicly display 
with regard to the Body of Christ: witness 
that Mass televised November 22, 1981, 
where the ciborium was replaced by baskets 
which the congregation passed from one to 
another to be finally placed on the floor with 
what remained of the Sacred Species! 
 
In Poitiers on Holy Thursday the same year, 
a big spectacular celebration consisted of the 
indiscriminate consecration of loaves and 
jugs of wine upon the tables from which 
everyone came and helped himself. 
 
Concerts of secular music held in churches 
are now generalized.  Places of worship are 
even made available for rock music events, 
with all the excesses that these habitually 
involve. Some churches and cathedrals have 
been given over to debauchery, drugs and 
filth of all kinds, and it is not the local cler-
gy who have then performed ceremonies of 
expiation but groups of the faithful rightly 
disgusted by these scandals. How can the 
bishops and priests who have encouraged 
these things not fear to bring down divine 
punishment upon themselves and their peo-
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ple? It is already apparent in the fruitless-
ness of their work. It is all wasted because 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, desecrated as 
it is, no longer confers grace and no longer 
transmits it. The contempt for the Real Pre-
sence of Christ in the Eucharist is the most 
flagrant sign by which the new mentality, no 
longer Catholic, expresses itself. Even wi-
thout going as far as the rowdy excesses I 
have just mentioned, this is noticeable every 
day. The Council of  Trent explained wi-
thout any possible doubt that Our Lord is 
present in the smallest particles of the conse-
crated bread.  What are we to think then of 
Communion in the hand? When a Commu-
nion plate is used, even if the Communions 
are few in number, there are always particles 
remaining. In consequence, the particles 
now remain in the communicant's hands.  
The faith of many is shaken by this, espe-
cially that of children. 
 
The new way can only have one explana-
tion: if people come to Mass to break the 
bread of friendship, of the community meal, 
of the common faith, then it is quite natural 
that no excessive precautions should be 
taken. If the Eucharist is a symbol expres-
sing simply the memory of a past event and 
the spiritual presence of Our Lord, it is quite 
logical not to worry about a few crumbs 
which may fall on the floor. But if it is a 
matter of the presence of God Himself, our 
Creator, as the faith 
of the Church would 
have it, how can we 
understand that such 
practices be allowed 
and even encoura-
ged, in spite of docu-
ments fresh from 
Rome? The idea 
which they are en-
deavoring to insinua-
te in this way is a 
P ro t e s t an t  o n e 
against which Catho-
lics not yet contami-
nated are rebelling.  

To impose it more effectively, the faithful 
are obliged to communicate standing. 
 
Is it fitting that when we go to receive Christ 
before whom, says St. Paul, every knee shall 
bow, in heaven, on earth and under the 
earth, we should do so without the least sign 
of respect or allegiance? Many priests no 
longer genuflect before the Holy Eucharist; 
the new rite of Mass encourages this. I can 
see only two possible reasons: either an 
immense pride which makes us treat God as 
if we were His equals, or else the certitude 
that He is not really present in the Eucharist. 
 
Am I just getting up a case against the so-
called Conciliar Church? No, I am not in-
venting anything. Listen to the way the Dean 
of the Faculty of Theology of Strasbourg 
expresses himself: 
We also speak of the presence of a speaker 
or of an actor,  meaning thereby a quality 
different from a simply geographical “being 
there.” After all, someone can be present by 
a symbolic act which he does not accom-
plish physically but which other people ac-
complish by creative fidelity to his funda-
mental intention. For example, the Festival 
of  Bayreuth realizes without doubt a pre-
sence of Richard  Wagner which is greatly 
superior in intensity to that which may be 
manifested by occasional recitals or concerts 
devoted to his music. It is within this last 

perspective, it 
seems to me, 
that we should 
place the eucha-
ristic presence of 
Christ. 
 
 To compare the 
Mass with the 
Bayreuth Festi-
val! No, we 
certainly do not 
a g r e e - - e i t h e r 
regarding the 
words or the 
music!  
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of the Vikings and religious persecution after the 
reformation. The Acts of his Life are in manu-
script copies which were made from more ancient 
manuscripts which have not survived and thus, it 
is impossible to refer to original sources. Such 
later manuscripts are found in a number of Librar-
ies such as in Rome, Louvain, Brussels and Dub-
lin. His Life and Acts are treated by many authori-
tive hagiographers. A Life for him, believed to be 
from the 8th century, was published in Dublin in 
1914 by Rev. P. Power (Irish Texts Society). 
St Declan is said to have been born near the end 
of the 4th century, perhaps around 380 in the Deisi 
clan. He was of royal descent; a forefather centu-
ries earlier being Feidhlimidh Reachmhair, King 
of Erin at Tara from whose son, Fiachu, the Deisi 
descended. A century earlier the Deisi had been 
expelled from the Tara area by King Cormac Mac 
Airt and had settled in the Co Waterford area, 
where Declan was born. His father was Erc, a 
chief of the Deisi and his mother Dathidin/
Dathiden/Dathain/Cura. It was said, that due to 
the future merits of the Saint, his mother did not 
experience pangs at his birth. Also, that signs and 
miracles were seen at his birth in that people saw 
a globe of light around the house and extending 
towards Heaven with angels in attendance ascend-
ing and singing. Further, a holy priest, Colman, 
heard the news and came with joy to preach Christ 
to Declan’s parents. The parents thereupon gave 
their son to be Baptised Declan, and Colman 
prophesised his future greatness. It appears that he 
was born in the house of his uncle Dobhran, who 
then became his foster-father for the first 7 years 
of his life, during which time the Almighty 
worked a number of miracles through him. When 
young, he was inspired to avoid all pagan prac-
tises. Aged 7, he was placed under the guidance of 
a pious and holy man, Dimma, for further educa-
tion and training in sacred and mundane knowl-
edge. He developed a great eloquence and his 
understanding became most acute. Some say he 
was also fostered to a St Moling for a period. 
As he grew up, St Declan advanced in holiness 
and piety. Many people came to him because of 
his nobility of soul and his unrivalled sanctity, 
religion and charity and many placed themselves 
under his spiritual guidance and discipline. He, 
and some of his disciples went on a pilgrimage to 
Rome and there, St Declan continued his sacred 
studies and was ordained and consecrated Bishop. 
He remained in Rome for some time and obtained 
holy books and relics and a rule for guidance. The 
Pope sent him back home to preach and convert, 
and many others returned with him to Ireland, 
including probably, St  Kieran of Saighir. He is 

also said to have met St Patrick while he was 
abroad in Italy. During his return journey, there is 
a legend of a miraculous boat carrying him and 
his companions across the English Channel and 
that he visited St David of Wales. St Declan was 
also gifted a miraculous bell from Heaven, which 
was miraculously transported to him on a couple 
of occasions. His ship was guided to Ireland by a 
large floating stone which beached in the Deisi 
country near Ardmore, Co Waterford and this was 
his sign as to where he should build his church. 
This stone is supposed to be on the beach at Ard-
more, and is called St Declan’s stone and is the 
site of devotional practices. The local chief 
granted St Declan land for his church and monas-
tery. Some traditions indicate that St Declan 
founded this monastery at Ardmore in 416, some 
scholars say later and others say earlier. A small 
city grew up around the monastery and there was 
a famous school attached which drew scholars 
from Ireland, Britain and the Continent. It is not 
known how long all these survived. 
Due to St Declan’s sanctity, many flocked to him 
for instruction in the monastery and, after training 
others, he was able to spread the faith widely in 
the Deisi country through these disciples, estab-
lishing other churches and founding monasteries, 
oratories and hermitages. Seven holy men, who 
had phophesied about him in his youth, later came 
to him with their disciples and cells and placed 
themselves under his direction and authority. 
They lived religiously and, through them, the 
Almighty worked numerous miracles. One of 
these, St Mocheallog, went on a mission to Co 
Limerick where he founded a church and monas-
tery in the 5th century and gave his name to the 
town of Kilmallock. 
Tradition and his Acts tell us St Declan performed 
many miracles. He cured the sick and healed the 
blind, the lame, the mutilated, the deaf, the lepers, 
the victims of plague. A dreadful plague of yellow 
jaundice struck Munster and 7 youths, sons of 
high nobles in his kingdom who were hostages of 
Aengus, King of Cashel, died from it. The King 
asked St Declan to restore them to life, as other-
wise he might be accused of treachery, and St 
Declan did so. Then the people begged that others 
might also be saved. St Declan prayed the Lord 
for this, many people recovered and the plague 
disappeared from Munster. Thereupon, the King 
bestowed special favours and granted lands and 
riches to the Church. St Declan afterwards re-
turned to his own territory. Due to his works, 
Christianity was proclaimed throughout that re-
gion and Christian Laws were incorporated into 
the Law of the Land. Further, it was decreed that 
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St Declan,  
Bishop of Ardmore and Patron of the 

Déise, Co Waterford. 5th century. 
Feastday: 24th July. 

 
There appears to have been some quite successful 
efforts to spread Christianity 
in Ireland during the 4th cen-
tury and there is mention of 4 
holy native Irish Bishops in 
the early 5th century before St 
Patrick’s mission. St Declan 
was one of these, the others 
being; Ailb(h)e/Albeus of 
Emly (who had Baptised St 
David of Wales) and who they 
chose amongst themselves as 
acting primate, Kieran of 
Saighir and Ibar of Wexford. 
All are said to have been 
consecrated in Rome and to 
have cooperated amicably 
with one another and to have 
converted a number of peo-
ple, each in his own district. 
However, it was God’s design 
for St Patrick to convert the 
great majority of the Irish people and their rulers.  
When St Patrick arrived in Ireland, it is under-
standable that there be some disquiet regarding a 
foreigner taking over. Disagreements between 
Bishops are not unknown, witness St Peter and St 
Paul. Now St Declan was immediately in perfect 
agreement with St Patrick having authority while 
St Ibar found it displeasing that a foreigner 
should become Patron and assume supreme au-
thority in Ireland. St Ailbe was uncertain but was 
admonished in a vision by an angel to yield to 
Patrick, so he became obedient to him and the 
others followed his lead. Thereupon, St Patrick 
confirmed all four in their Sees, and appointed St 
Ailbe as Arch-Bishop of Munster with his See at 
Emly (now a village on the Tipperary-Limerick 
border). The See was transferred to the adjacent 
Cashel about the 12th century. The Kings of 
Cashel and the Deisi were converted by St Patrick 
and Church Law was incorporated in the Law of 
the Land. Note: A minority of scholars doubt this 
matter of the pre-Patrician Bishops, but there is 
official record in Rome that St Palladius was sent 

here “To the Irish who believed in Christ” – and 
he spent about a year in Ireland before St Patrick 
came! Furthermore, this should hardly be surpris-
ing as there were many contacts between Ireland 
and both Britain and the Continent in those days. 
King Niall plundered both Britain and the Conti-
nent and would have brought back slaves like 
Patrick. Niall’s son King Daithi died from light-
ning at the foot of the Alps when he was allied 
with the Romans against the German tribes. The 
there was also extensive trading between these 
countries. Irish products were known in Rome and 

even the boat on which (St) 
Patrick escaped from Ire-
land for his voyage to the 
Continent was carrying a 
cargo of Irish wolfhounds 
for exhibition in Rome where 
they were already well 
known and prized. It would 
have been amazing if no 
Christianity had reached 
Ireland with all such inter-
communications and travel-
ling. Also, there is a fasci-
nating incident recorded 
about St Patrick in Con-
nacht. It appears that, one 
day when preaching, he 
came across a grave with the 
Cross erected over it and he 
was profoundly moved.  
The objection to foreigners 

having ecclesiastical (or other) authority was not 
peculiar to Ibar, nor indeed to Ireland. Whereas it 
is notable that Ireland’s missionaries abroad 
never sought to establish Irish jurisdiction over 
the peoples they evangelised, England’s ecclesias-
tics have ever combined a jealousy of strangers 
within their own gates with an eagerness to ag-
grandisement and to extend their jurisdiction 
beyond their own shores on the most gratuitous 
pleas or grounds. Particularly objectionable were 
the machinations of the Archbishops of Canter-
bury; Lanfranc, Anselm and others, to grab power 
over Irish Sees. The worst example of such grab-
bing and robbery was due to the English Pope, 
Brakespear, ‘ceding’ Ireland to the English King, 
according to himself. 
 

��n St Declan’s time, he was a great local celeb-
rity and remains so in the region to this day. St 
Declan lived mostly in the 5th century, a very 

remote period, and so, many details of his life 
have been lost, confused or obscured, over the 
intervening 1,500 years, what with the destruction 
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Dear Friends and Benefactors, 
 

�� he Church’s situation increasingly 
resembles a sea that is agitated in 
all directions.  We see waves and 

more waves, which seem to be about to 
capsize the bark of Peter and drag it into 
the endless abyss.  Since the Second Vati-
can Council, it seems that a wave has 
been trying to carry off everything into 
the deep, leaving only a heap of ruins, a 
spiritual desert, that the popes themselves 
have called an apostasy.  We do not want 
to describe this harsh reality again;  we 
have already so often done, and all of you 
can see that it is so.  Still, to us it seems 
useful to comment somewhat on the 
events of the past months;  I want to speak 
about the surprisingly violent and particu-
larly well-orchestrated blows that have 
been dealt to the Church and the Supreme 
Pontiff.  Why such violent attacks? 
 
To return to our metaphor, it seems that 
for some time now, more or less since the 
beginning of the pontificate of Pope Bene-
dict XVI, a new wave has appeared which 
is much more modest than the first, yet 
persistent enough that it is noticeable ne-
vertheless.  Contrary to all expectations, 
this wave seems to be going in the opposi-
te direction compared to the first.  The 
indications are sufficiently varied and 
numerous, that we can state that this new 
movement of reform or renewal is quite 
real.  We can see this especially with the 

younger generations, who are plainly frus-
trated by the spiritual ineffectiveness of 
the Vatican II reforms.  Considering the 
very harsh and bitter reproaches leveled 
by the progressives against Benedict XVI, 
it is certain that they see in the very per-
son of the present pope one of the most 
vigorous causes of this incipient renewal.  
In fact, even if we find the pope’s initiati-
ves rather timid, they run deep and are 
contrary to the agenda of the revolutiona-
ry, left-leaning world, both inside and 
outside of the Church, and this is true at 
several levels. 
 
The resulting irritation of the progressives 
and of the world is sensed initially in 
questions concerning morality.  Specifi-
cally, the Left and the liberals have been 
irritated despite the pope’s well-pondered 
words about the use of condoms in dea-
ling with AIDS in Africa.  As for the life 
of the Church, the restoration of the Mass 
of All Ages to its rightful place in 2007, 
and then two years later the rescinding of 
the degrading punishment aimed at dis-
qualifying us, provoked the rage of libe-
rals and progressives of all stripes.  Mo-
reover, the felicitous plan of a Year for 
Priests, restoring the priest to a place of 


����$�3���	&
����$�3���	& ��

LETTER TO FRIENDS 
AND BENEFACTORS 76 



8� St John's Bulletin�   July-August 2010

 

honor, recalling his important and indis-
pensable role in the salvation of souls, and 
proposing the holy Cure of Ars as a mo-
del, is not only an invitation to the Chris-
tian people to pray for their priests, but 
also a call to make use of the Sacrament 
of Penance, which had completely sunk 
into oblivion in broad sectors of the 
Church, and also to foster Eucharistic 
devotion, calling to mind in particular the 
importance of adoring Our Lord in the 
Sacred Host, a clear sign of the reality of 
the real and substantial presence of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The appointment of bishops who are dis-
tinctly more conservative, some of whom 
were already celebrating the Tridentine 
Mass before, is another positive develop-
ment.  We could cite also, as an undenia-
ble example of the reality of this little 
wave of opposition, the Letter to the Ca-
tholics of Ireland inviting them to repen-
tance, confession, and spiritual exercises 
and asking also for the adoration of Jesus 
in the Eucharist. 
 
Even though people in our circles rightly 
think that these [papal] efforts are still 
insufficient to stop the decay and the crisis 
of the Church—especially in view of cer-
tain acts along the regrettable line of his 
predecessor, such as the visits to the syna-
gogue and the Protestant church—in Mo-
dernist circles however, the hour has come 
to report to their battle stations!  The big 
wave is attacking the very little one with 
unexpected violence.  It is not surprising 
that the meeting of these two ill-matched 
waves should cause a lot of backwash and 
turbulence and give rise to an extremely 
confused situation in which it is quite 
difficult to tell and predict which of the 
two will win the day.  This, however, is 
something new that deserves to be com-
mented.  It is not a question of giving in to 
thoughtless enthusiasm or believing that 

the crisis is over.  On the contrary, the 
aging forces that see their gains, which 
they thought were definitive, being called 
into question, will no doubt put up a large
-scale battle to try to save this dream of 
modernity which is starting to fall apart.  
It is very important to remain in this re-
gard, as realistic as possible about what is 
happening.  Although we rejoice over all 
the good that is being done in the Church 
and the world, we nevertheless have no 
illusions about the seriousness of the pre-
sent situation. 
What should we expect to see in the co-
ming years?  Peace in the Church, or war?  
The victory of good and its long-awaited 
return, or a new tempest?  Will the little 
wave manage to grow enough to prevail 
someday?  The assurance that the promise 
of Our Lady of Fatima will be fulfilled—
“in the end my Immaculate Heart will 
triumph”—does not necessarily or directly 
resolve our question, because it is still 
quite possible that we will have to first 
pass through an even greater tribulation 
before the long-awaited triumph occurs…. 
 
A terrific challenge is also intended by 
our rosary crusade.  We would not want to 
diminish in the least, the joy over the an-
nouncement of the extraordinary result of 
our Rosary Crusade.  We boldly asked 
you one year ago for twelve million rosa-
ries so as to crown our dear Heavenly 
Mother, the Mother of God, as if with an 
equal number of stars, and to surround 
with a magnificent crown of praise that 
Mother, who to the enemies of God ap-
pears “terrible as an army set in battle 
array” (Cant. 6:3).  You responded so 
generously that we can now bring to Ro-
me a spiritual bouquet of more than nine-
teen million rosaries, not counting all 
those not directly affiliated with our prio-
ries and chapels who joined in our cam-
paign. 
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St John’s Athlone Cork Belfast Newry Tralee Cashel 

1 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am 5 pm  
2 6.30 pm 11 am       

3 6.30 pm 11 am      

4 6.30 pm 11 am       

5 6.30 pm 11 am       

6 6.30 pm 11 am      

7 11 am  11 am       

8 9 am & 11 am 11 am  11 am 11 am  8.30 am  5 pm 

9 6.30 pm 11 am      

10 6.30 pm 11 am       

11 6.30 pm 11 am       

12 6.30 pm 11 am       

13 6.30 pm 11 am      

14 11 am  11 am       

15 9 am & 11 am 11 am  11 am 8.30 am 12 noon   

16 6.30 pm 11 am      

17 6.30 pm 11 am       
18 6.30 pm 11 am       
19 6.30 pm 11 am       

20 6.30 pm 11 am      

21 11 am  11 am       

22 9 am & 11 am 11 am  11 am 11 am  8.30 am   

23 6.30 pm 11 am       

24 6.30 pm 11am      

25 6.30 pm 11 am       

26 6.30 pm 11 am       

27 6.30 pm 11 am      

28 11 am  11 am       

29 9 am & 11 am 11 am  11 am 11 am  8.30 am   

30 6.30 pm 11 am       

31 6.30 pm 11am      

1 6.30 pm 11 am       

2 11 am & 6.30 pm 11 am       

3 11 am & 6.30 pm 11 am      

4 11 am  11 am       

5 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am 5 pm  

Times on which Holy Mass is celebrated in Ireland 
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Liturgical calendar for August 2010 
Sunday 1 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, II class              
Monday 2 St Alphonsus Liguori, III class 

Tuesday 3 Ferial, IV class 

Wednesday 4 St Dominic, III class                                                        

Thursday 5 Dedication of Our Lady of the Snow, III class                    FIRST THURSDAY  

Friday 6 The Transfiguration of Our Lord, II class     Abstinence       FIRST FRIDAY                         

Saturday 7 St Cajetan, St Donatus, III class                                          FIRST SATURDAY  

Sunday 8 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, II class    St John Mary Vianney  

Monday 9 Vigil of St Lawrence, St Romanus, III class  Sts Nathy and Fedlimin          

Tuesday 10 St Lawrence, II class 

Wednesday 11 Ferial, Sts Tiburtius & Susanna, IV class                   St Attracta                         

Thursday 12 St Clare, III class                                                   St Muredach of Killala 

Friday 13 Ferial, Sts Hippolitus & Cassian               Abstinence                       St Lelia 

Saturday 14 Vigil of the Assumption, St Eusebius, II class      St Fachnan 

Sunday 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I class  
Monday 16 St Joachim, father of Our Lady, II class 

Tuesday 17 St Hyancinth, III class 

Wednesday 18 Ferial, St Agapitus, IV class                                                               

Thursday 19 St John Eudes, III class 

Friday 20 St Bernard, III class                                                        Abstinence    

Saturday 21 St Jane Frances de Chantal, III class                             

Sunday 22 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, II class        Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Monday 23 St Philip Benizi, III class                St Eugene of Ardstraw 

Tuesday 24 St Bartholomew, II class 

Wednesday 25 St Louis, King of France, III class                                                    

Thursday 26 Ferial, St Zephrinus, IV class 

Friday 27 St Joseph Calasanctius, III class                                        Abstinence                          

Saturday 28 St Augustine, III class                                                     

Sunday 29 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, II class  Beheading of St John the Baptist 

Monday 30 St Rose of Lima, III class                                               St Fiacre 

Tuesday 31 St Raymund Nonnatus, III class                                      St Aidan  

Wednesday 1 Ferial, St Gilles, Holy Martyrs, IV class 

Thursday 2 St Stephen, III class                                                          FIRST THURSDAY                                     

Friday 3 St Pius X, I class                                   Abstinence            FIRST FRIDAY 

Saturday 4 Our Lady on Saturdays, IV class                                      FIRST SATURDAY  

Sunday 5 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, II class  
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Surely it is no accident that when Pius XII 
declared the dogma of the Assumption, he 
decided to change the Introit of the feast 
on August 15, to the passage from the 
Apocalypse that salutes the great sign that 
appeared in heaven.  This excerpt from 
the Apocalypse ushers in the description 
of one of the most terrible wars that are 
set forth in that sacred book:  the great 
dragon, who with his tail will sweep away 
a third of the stars, comes to wage battle 
with the great Woman (see Apoc. 12).  Is 
this whole passage intended for our time?  
We can easily believe it, while avoiding a 
literal or overly specific application of 
those mysterious and prophetic descrip-
tions.  We have absolutely no doubt that 
all our prayers are important, and even of 
very great importance at this moment in 
history at which we find ourselves.  Ho-
wever we think that we should warn you 
also and encourage you in these circums-
tances of the history of the Church. 
 
Your great generosity shows, without the 
slightest doubt, your very real devotion 
and your love for our Holy Mother, the 
Roman Catholic Church, for the Succes-
sor of Saint Peter, and for the hierarchy, 
even though we have much to suffer from 
it.  God is stronger than evil – good will 
be victorious, but perhaps not with all the 
pomp that you would like. 
 
Now we must convince the authorities to 
accomplish the famous consecration of 
Russia that they say has already been ma-
de;  we must recall the present relevance 
of what Our Lady of Fatima said, even 
though in the year 2000 there was mani-
festly an attempt to turn a new leaf and 
not to return to the subject again.  It seems 
inevitable that the difficulties and obsta-
cles will multiply so as to prevent the 
realization of what we are asking.  That 
doesn’t matter;  we count much more on 
God than on men, just as we expect from 

acts as simple as the consecration of Rus-
sia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary sur-
prising results for the Church and the 
world, results surpassing anything that we 
can imagine.  It is foolishness in the sight 
of men, but it is really a reflection of what 
Saint Paul already preached to his age:  
what men regard as wise is foolishness in 
God’s sight, whereas God’s wisdom is 
considered absurd foolishness by the wise 
of this world (cf. I Cor. 1:20). 
 
As we bring to the attention of the Holy 
Father your remarkable efforts, along with 
the reason for these prayers, thus hoping 
to contribute, in our way, to the good of 
the Church, we ask you to please continue 
those same efforts. According to the 
example that Our Lord Himself invites us 
to follow in his very moving exhortation 
to prayer:  “Ask, and you shall receive,” 
let us ask, indeed insisting on much (cf. 
Matt. 7:7-11).  Although we do not doubt 
that our prayers will be answered, our 
persistence and perseverance must be 
proportioned to the magnitude of what we 
are asking. 
 
Let us remember also that the essential 
element of the Fatima message is not just 
the consecration of Russia, but above all 
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Ma-
ry.  May all these prayers and sacrifices 
lead us to increase and deepen our special 
devotion to the Heart of the Mother of 
God.  For, through it God wants to be 
moved. 
 
As the month of May begins, the month of 
Mary, may we all find ourselves even 
more reliant on her maternal protection;  
this is our fondest wish.  Thanking you for 
your truly great generosity, we ask Our 
Lady to deign to bless you with the Child 
Jesus. 
 

+ Bernard Fellay 
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Liturgical calendar for July 2010 
Thursday 1 Feast of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus, I class           FIRST THURSDAY 
Friday 2 Visitation of Our Lady, II class - At St John’s, Dedication     FIRST FRIDAY  

Saturday 3 St Irenaeus, III class                                                              FIRST SATURDAY  

Sunday 4 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, II class                                          
Monday 5 St Anthony Mary Zaccaria, III class 

Tuesday 6 Ferial, IV class 

Wednesday 7 Sts Cyril & Methodius, III class                            

Thursday 8 St Elizabeth, III class                                               St Killian, Irish Missionary  

Friday 9 Ferial, IV class                                                                            Abstinence      

Saturday 10 The Seven Holy Brothers & Sts Rufina & Secunda, III class        

Sunday 11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, II class     St Oliver Plunkett, Archb. of Armagh 
Monday 12 St John Gualbert, Sts Nabor & Felix, III class 

Tuesday 13 Ferial, IV class 

Wednesday 14 St Bonaventure, III class                                                     

Thursday 15 St Henry, III class 

Friday 16 Ferial, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, IV class                             Abstinence      

Saturday 17 Ferial, St Alexis, IV class                                        

Sunday 18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, II class 
Monday 19 St Vincent de Paul, III class 

Tuesday 20 St Jerome Emilian, St Margaret, III class         Dedication of Cathedral in Armagh 

Wednesday 21 St Lawrence of Brindisi, St Praxedes, III class                                 

Thursday 22 St Mary Magdalen, III class 

Friday 23 St Apollinaris, St Liborius, III class                                         Abstinence      

Saturday 24 Ferial, St Christina, IV class           St Declan, 1st Bishop of Ardmore       

Sunday 25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, II class, St James the Apostle 

Monday 26 St Anne, Mother of Our Lady, II class 

Tuesday 27 Ferial, St Pantaleon, IV class 

Wednesday 28 Sts Nazarius & Celsus, Sts Victor and Innocent, III class 

Thursday 29 St Martha, Holy Martyrs, III class 

Friday 30 Ferial, Sts Abdon & Sennen, IV class                                     Abstinence      

Saturday 31 St Ignatius of Loyola, III class 

 2  

 2  

 3  

 4  

Abstinence                       
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St John’s Athlone Cork Belfast Newry Tralee Cashel 

1 11 am & 6.30 pm 11 am       
2 11 am & 6.30 pm 11 am       

3 11 am  11 am       

4 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am 5 pm  

5 6.30 pm 11 am       

6 6.30 pm 11 am       

7 6.30 pm 11 am      

8 6.30 pm 11 am       

9 6.30 pm 11 am       
10 11 am  11 am       

11 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am  5 pm 

12 6.30 pm 11 am       
13 6.30 pm 11 am       

14 6.30 pm 11 am      

15 6.30 pm 11 am       

16 6.30 pm 11 am       
17 11 am  11 am       

18 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am   

19 6.30 pm 11 am       

20 6.30 pm 11 am       

21 6.30 pm 11 am       

22 6.30 pm 11 am      

23 6.30 pm 11 am       

24 11 am  11 am       

25 9 am & 11 am 5 pm 11 am 11 am  8.30 am   

26 6.30 pm 11 am       

27 6.30 pm 11 am       

28 6.30 pm 11 am       

29 6.30 pm 11 am      

30 6.30 pm 11 am      

31 11 am  11 am       

2 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am 5 pm  

2        

3 6 pm 6 pm      

4 9 am & 11 am 11 am 11 am 11 am  8.30 am 5 pm  

Times on which Holy Mass is celebrated in Ireland 

Please note: 
Holy Mass on  

Sundays, July 18th & 25th at 11 am 
in Sandville House, Ballyconnell,  

Co. Cavan, during the camp. 
Mass at 5 pm in Athlone on 25th 


