
��  ����������	�
�����  �������� �

 

�	
���
���
����������
�
��
������
���������
������� ���
���
�����	���������
�����
������	
����
�������	�������� �
��	����


��	�����	���� ��	��� 
������!
�������
�
��
��������"��	���	�������
��#
�
���
��

���$
�
����%
�
���������	
�%���
������%�����&�
��'�

�
�

���������(��
����� )�
The Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
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To be recited every morning when you wake up 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer Thee all my 
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day, for all the intentions 
of Thy Sacred Heart in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins.  
I offer them particularly   

for the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  

Remember that all the good works and prayers  
from your treasure sheets are given each month to Bishop Fellay  

and His Excellency offers them at his Mass  
on the first Saturday of every month. 

Publisher : Father Paul BIERER 
Eucharistic Crusade, 12 Tivoli Terrace South, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 
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Treasure 
Sheets 

returned 

Morning 
Offering Masses 

Communions 
Sacrifices 

Decades 
of the 
Rosary 

Visits to 
 Blessed 

Sacrament 

15 mins 
of medita-

tion 

Good 
Example 

Sac. Spirit. 

26 722 228 215 572 931 3923 46 57 443 
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THE LIFE OF ST DOMINIC SAVIO,  
by Don BOSCO 

 
Chapter 7 - Dominic Comes to the Oratory of St. Francis of 
Sales. His Manner of Life.  
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�� othing is more characteristic of youth than 
its tendency to changeableness. A decision 
is taken on a certain thing today, tomorrow 

all will be changed; there may be virtue in a heroic 
degree one day, but on the next the opposite may 
manifest itself; and this is where there is need of 
guidance and firmness in education, lest unhappy 
results should follow. There was no sign whatever 
of this in Dominic. All the virtues seemed to grow 
together in him and he was able to practice them 
all in combination. 
 
    Directly he came to the Oratory, he came to my 
room, in order to place himself, as he said, entirely 
in the hands of his Director. He at once caught 
sight of an inscription which bore the favourite 
words of .St. Francis of Sales: "Da mihi animas, 
caetera tolle." He began to read it attentively, and 
I desired him to grasp the meaning. So I helped 
him to make it out, the translation being: "Give me 
souls; take away everything else!" "He seemed to 
reflect a moment, and then he said: "I think I 
understand; here the aim is not to gain money, but 
to win souls, and I hope that my soul will be inclu-
ded in the number." 
 
    His mode of life was just the routine life of 
school work; and at first there was nothing extra-
ordinary to remark, beyond his scrupulous obser-
vance of every rule. At study or any other duty, he 
was at once diligent and zealous. Convinced that 
the Word of God is the guide to Heaven, he was 
particularly attentive to instructions and sermons, 
and from them he gathered maxims and rules of 
conduct which formed his constant guide. 
 
    He always made a point of asking for explana-
tions of difficulties, and thus he was able to make 
continual progress in virtue, and in exactness in 
the performance of his duties, so that it would be 
difficult to go beyond the excellence he attained. 
He had already requested the favour of having his 
faults pointed out, so that his conduct towards all 
became equally praiseworthy; he was very apt at 
noticing what should be avoided in the conduct of 
a companion, and what should be imitated, and 
Dominic chose his companions accordingly. 

    The year 1854 was 
drawing rapidly to its 
close. It was a memorable 
year throughout the Ca-
tholic World, for all were 
awaiting the declaration of the Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception. We, at the Oratory, were 
preparing to celebrate the occasion with due so-
lemnity, and endeavouring to draw some spiritual 
advantage from it. 
 
    Savio was one of those who felt a desire to 
celebrate the great day in the manner most accep-
table to Our Lady. He wrote out on nine pieces of 
paper an act of virtue to be practised every day of 
the Novena, drawing out one each day. These he 
faithfully put into practice, and approached the 
Sacraments with great devotion. On the evening of 
December 8th, Dominic knelt before the Altar of 
Our Lady, and, with the approval of his Confessor, 
renewed the promises made at his First Commu-
nion, begging particularly that he might be faithful 
to the last of the four, repeating his petition seve-
ral times. Strengthened thus in fervour by his 
recourse to the Immaculate Mother of God, his 
conduct appeared so edifying, and included such 
acts of virtue, that I began to note them down so 
as not to let them be forgotten. 
 
    Coming now to describe the particular doings of 
the boy I find that I am confronted with quite an 
array of events and virtuous actions deserving of 
mention. For the sake of greater clearness I propo-
se to group together certain incidents which deal 
with one phase or one particular matter, rather 
than to adhere to a strict chronological sequence. 
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FOLLOWING THE LITURGY THIS MONTH : 
 

 

May is dedicated to the devotion of Our Lady.  
Here are a few good practices to do in honour of Our blessed Mother: 
- Ask Mary to be present with you during the day to drive away the evil spirits 
- Perform some act of kindness with inconvenience to yourself 
- Shun idleness during the day in imitation of Mary at Nazareth 
 

May 1st: Feast of St Joseph the Worker - First Saturday 
Offer your first Saturday Communion in honour of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. St 
Joseph could have thought that, as foster father of the Son of God, he would have an 
easy life. He had to work, to be an example to us that we all have to work at the sweat 
of our brow to gain our daily natural bread and to save our soul. 
 

May 6th : First Thurday - Feast of St Dominic Savio 
Be united to the Adoration in our churches. Go if you can and make a visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament on the feast of St Dominic Savio, of whom we are reading the life 
in episode each month at the beginning of this bulletin. He is definitely the saint for 
children and teenagers. What stops any of you to become like him, a SAINT? 
 

May 7th : First Friday 
Communion and devotions in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

May 13th: ASCENSION OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
On this great anniversary of 
Fatima, it is the feast of the As-
cension, when Our Lord depar-
ted from this world and left it in 
the hands of Our Lady, and she 
is still there to look after us! 
 

May 23rd : PENTECOST 
The Holy Ghost is sent to the 
Church, to assist her and all the 
faithful in the spreading of the 
Faith around the world and the 
sanctification of souls. 
 

May 30th: Trinity Sunday 
The crowning of all the feasts of 
the life of Our Lord. Our Lord 
has come from and has returned 
to the Blessed Trinity, without 
ever leaving it as His body was 
always united to His divinity. 
 

May 31st: Our Lady Queen 
This title gives to Our Lady all 
the power she has to help us. 
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Chapter 1. Religion and the End of Man 
 

D. From whom do we learn to 
know, love, and serve God?  

 
Men learn to know, love, and serve God from Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who tea-
ches us through the Catholic Church. 

1. The study in which Jesus Christ teaches us about God and how to know, 
love, and serve Him, is the study of Religion. It is the most important study 
anyone can undertake. The neglect of this study is the root cause of crime in the 
world at present. Without a knowledge of God men give way to their basest pas-
sions. 
Our salvation is much more important than a knowledge of physics, poetry, or 
history. All our science and knowledge, with our wealth and honours, will be 
profitless if we do not save our soul. "What does it profit a man, if he gain the 
whole world, but suffer the loss of his own soul?" (Matt. 16:26). 
2.    This study needs thought and attention. We need to listen to a good teacher. 
We cannot study it well by ourselves alone. 
The deacon Philip asked the Ethiopian reading Holy Scripture, "Dost thou then 
understand what thou art reading?" But he said, "Why, how can I, unless someo-
ne shows me?" (Acts 8:31). 

 

E. Who are those that advocate no study of religion?  
Those that advocate no study of religion are generally termed free-thinkers, agnostics, 
skeptics, and rationalists. 

1. These thinkers claim that all problems can be solved by the use of the intel-
lect alone, without necessity of any principle, law, dogma or authority. 
"Freedom of thought" has a pleasant sound, but it is against reason; by it the 
mind is fettered by error. We submit our minds freely to natural and scientific 
truths; that is true freedom. If there is no freedom of thought in mathematics, 
why in religion? 
2.    "Freedom of thought" is evidently a contradiction; we are not free to think 
what is not the truth. There are fundamental laws that bind the intellect. 
For instance, are we free to believe that the sun revolves around the earth, even if 
it appears to do so? 

 
The intelligent man, in order to attain the kind of freedom humanly pos-
sible, should find out to which authority he must submit; he must disco-

ver which is the Law. And this is why the rational man studies Religion,  
to find out this fundamental Law.�
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 Dear Crusaders and Friends, 
 

�� he month of May bring a lot of joys in 
nature and supernature! Not only it is 
the month when the flowers and trees 

truly bloom, after the long and cold winter 
and spring, but it is also the month dedicated 
to pray in a special way to our Blessed Mo-
ther, and we will witness the May Crowning 
and Processions in honour of Our Lady. It is 
just as well the flowers are all coming  out, 
and we will take to heart to always keep some 
flowers in front of the statue or picture of Our 
Lady in our home, as it is in the church, and to pray there. 
We know that Our Lady is all-powerful in her influence on God, and 
she will obtain, for the world and for each one of us, wonderful graces. 
But we need to pray and ask for them! She promised in Fatima that « at 
the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph », and we want this 
triumph, to stop evil in the world and to save many souls. 
You heard that all the faithful of the Society of St Pius X and of Tradi-
tion (a good part of them from Ireland, so thank you!) have offered to 
the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, 18 millions rosaries, to obtain 
from him the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
and thus the end of modern errors, and the triumph of Our Lady. Our 
prayers will not remain unanswered and we shall see some extraordina-
ry things happening, in this fight between the Church, Our Lady, and 
the devil. His head will be crushed, we know that, so let us increase our 
prayers, communions, sacrifices and good examples so that we be on 
the right side with Our Lady, and under her protection until death. 
Also please pray for me as I fly out to New Caledonia at the end of the 
month for an important mission, and also a little holiday. 
Have a lovely month of May in the company of our Blessed Mother, 
and may your devotion to Her bring much happiness in your heart and 
in your family.  
                            God bless,                                  Father Paul Biérer + 
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�� he history of the shrine begins in 
1630, with a farmer who came to 
Argentina from Portugal. He came 

from a place where the Catholic Faith was 
strong, but he was sad when he came to live 
in the village of Sumampa, Argentina. Here 
the Catholic Faith was very weak and there 
was no shrine to Our Lady. The farmer deci-
ded to build a little chapel on his land in the 
village, and he wrote to his friend in Brazil, 
asking him to send a small statue of Our 
Lady. The friend was not sure what the far-
mer wanted the statue of the Blessed Virgin 
to look like, so he sent two statues – one 
statue of Our Lady was holding the Child 
Jesus and the other statue was the Immacula-
te Conception. 
The statues were shipped by sea at first and 
then they were placed on a cart for the jour-
ney inland. Because the natives in the area 
were a fighting bunch, a number of carts and 
pack horses banded together in a caravan. 
When it became dark, they camped at the 
ranch of Don Rosendo de Oramus. 
Early the next morning, the carts began to 
set off one by one, all except the cart that 
carried the statues of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary; the driver was unable to get the horses 
to move the cart! Other men came to help, 
but all in vain – neither the animals nor the 
cart would move! Only when the statue of 
the Immaculate Conception was removed 
from the cart, did the horse start pulling. The 
statue of Our Lady with the Child Jesus 
continued its journey and arrived safely in 
Sumampa, where it is still venerated today. 
Now the story takes another turn. An eight 
year old African slave boy, named Manuel, 
who was traveling with the caravan, stood in 
awe when the animals would not move. 
When the statue of the Immaculate Concep-
tion was removed, he begged to remain at 
Don Rosendo's Ranch, as a servant to Our 
Lady. Don Rosendo made arrangements 

 
 

 

Our Lady of Lujan 
���
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with Manuel's 
owner, and kept 
him at the 
ranch. Here the 
statue was ens-
hrined and here 
Manuel worked 
as a sacristan 
for many years, 
amazing eve-
ryone by his charity and piety. As he grew, 
he devoted his time to the care of the sick, 
the poor and those in need.  
When Don Rosendo died in 1670, a pious 
lady named, Dona Ana de Mattos, obtained 
permission to move the shrine from Don 
Rosendo's Ranch to a chapel on her own 
property, some fifteen miles away. The ranch 
was too much out of the way and it was in 
constant danger of Indian attack! Even so, 
Manuel was left behind to care for the pro-
perty. 
When the statue of the Immaculate Concep-
tion arrived at the home of Dona Ana, it was 
taken to the chapel and enshrined there. Fol-
lowing prayers of welcome to Our Lady, the 
shrine was locked up tight for the night. But 
the next morning, it was discovered that the 
statue of Our Lady had disappeared! When 
some men went in search of the statue of Our 
Lady, they found it at Don Rosendo's Ranch, 
in the chapel on the pedestal, where it had 
always stood. 
Once more the statue of Our Lady was car-
ried to Dona Ana's chapel. But this time, in 
addition to locking the doors of the chapel, a 
guard was placed to keep watch. And again, 
the statue of Our Lady disappeared and was 
found in the chapel at Don Rosendo's Ranch! 
At first, Manuel was blamed for taking the 
statue of Our Lady back to the ranch, but 
later it was proved that there was no way he 
could have got into Dona Ana's locked cha-
pel and taken the statue of Our Lady! Dona 
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AN EASY WAY TO MEDITATE  
Here is a simple and easy method of medi-
tation, which all may use with advantage.  
a) As we said when speaking of reading, 
we must choose for the purpose of medita-
tion a book that we like, that suits us, that 
has a personal appeal to us; Each one 
chooses the book he likes best.  
b) We begin our meditation by praying to 
the Holy Spirit for light and guidance. For 
ordinary Christians a very easy and beauti-
ful prayer to the Holy Spirit is the Third 
Glorious Mystery of the Rosary. This in 
itself is a little meditation. We see how 
timid, how fearful the Apostles were, how 
rude, how slow in understanding Our Lor-
d's teaching; above all how weak they we-
re even after Christ's Resurrection. They 
remained ten days waiting and praying for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. They had 
the doors closed in fear of the Jews. Then 
the Holy Spirit descended on them, resting 
in the form of fiery tongues over their 
heads and gave them all His gifts and gra-
ces.  
They were completely changed. No longer 
afraid, they went into the midst of their 
enemies and preached Jesus, the Son of 
God, whom these had crucified. They were 
no longer rude and ignorant, but full of 
wisdom and knowledge. They confounded 
the philosophers of Greece and Rome, they 
feared neither sufferings nor tortures, and 
were even pleased to suffer for the Name 
of Jesus. These men who had been so ti-
mid, so rude, so weak were now able to 
convert the world. This lesson is most 
encouraging, for we see what we too can 
do with the help of God, no matter how 
weak we are.  
c) After saying this Mystery fervently, let 
us take up our book and read a little-----
slowly, carefully, attentively, turning over 
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in our minds the meaning of what we have 
read, applying the lesson to ourselves. 
Then we pray, asking God to help us to 
understand what we have read. Again we 
read a little, and pray a little, a second, a 
third time, each time applying the truth to 
ourselves.  
d) Then we make a practical resolution, 
which we must bear in mind during the 
day.  
e) Lastly, we must pray fervently to God to 
pardon our past faults and give us strength 
to avoid them in the future. What could be 
easier?  
 
THE RESULTS OF MEDITATION  
Meditation is like a kind and good friend 
who teaches us, advises us, encourages us. 
This friend is in reality the Holy Ghost, 
who enlightens our understanding and 
strengthens our wills and gives us His gra-
ces and gifts, as He gave them to the Apos-
tles.  
We see our defects and humbly ask God to 
pardon us. We consider God's love and 
earnestly ask Him to make us love Him 
more and more. We see how blind we have 
been in the past regarding the truths of our 
Holy Religion. We beg the Holy Spirit to 
help us to understand Our Dear Lord's 
wonderful teaching.  
Meditation made in this way is very easy 
and of the greatest importance. It is a grave 
obligation. Only those who are very igno-
rant are excused from meditation.  
 
SUGGESTIONS  
In order to aid those who wish to meditate, 
we shall now suggest some thoughts on a 
few important subjects that may help them. 
Remember: "Read a little, think a little, 
pray a little, apply the truths to yourself, 
make your resolution."  

AN EASY WAY TO BECOME A SAINT 
By Fr. O’Sullivan 

Chapter 10  -  MEDITATION (Part 3)  



6 ����������	�
�����  �������� �

 

7�8
��	����
�����9����
�
��������
����
���������
����������
�����:� ;�������������������������������������������������� ���������������������

� � � � � St Teresa of Avila  
�

Meditation, or mental prayer, is a devout and fruitful consi-
deration of Divine things, and of all that is conducive to the 
acquirement of virtue and of eternal salvation. It is not a 
difficult exercise; it requires attention and reflection, a desi-
re to know God better in order to love Him more. It should 
be done in the company of Our Lady, the saints and your 
guardian Angel. Below is some material to help you. 
 

 

�� appy ears indeed which hearken not to the voice that soundeth without, but to 
the Truth itself teaching within. �

�����������	�
���
�����������
�����������	��������� �������
����
���	�
���
��������������	���������
�

Quotes from the Saints about Our Lady 
« Let the storm rage and the sky darken, not for that shall we be dismayed. If we trust 
as we should in Mary, we shall recognise in her, the Virgin Most Powerful, who with 
her foot did crush the head of the serpent.» St Pius X (1835-1914) 
�

« Mary is a Queen so sweet, so merciful and so ready to help us in our sorrows, that 
Holy Church wills that we should salute her under the title of Queen of Mercy. » St 
Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) 
�

« Even whilst living in this world, the heart of Mary was so filled with tenderness and 
compassion for men, that no one ever suffered so much for his own pains as Mary 
suffered for the pains of others.» St Jerome (342-420) 
�

« Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with a per-
fect confidence. » St Francis de Sales (1567-1622) 
�
�

Mary’s Earliest Gift 
God said to Abraham : « Walk before me and be perfect. » 

The highest praise that can be bestowed upon the saints of God during their earthly pilgrimage 
is that they « walk with God ». In this consists all perfection, as we see from God’s words to 
faithful Abraham. This was the privilege of our first parents before they sinned. This was the 
praise of Henoch and of Noah. It is an anticipation of the eternal happiness of Heaven, where 
the just will walk with God forever in the glory of the beatific vision. 
What is ment by walking with God? It means an intimate union with Him, a continual and 
joyful remembrance of His presence, a perfect agreement of will with God. This was the begin-
ning of God’s gifts to Mary; it was the result of her sinlessness. It rendered her life a sort of 
Heaven on earth. From the first moment of her existence she should cry out: « My Beloved to 
me, and I to Him », and He could answer « Thou art all fair, O my love, and there is not a spot 
in thee ». 
God was thus always present to Mary’s thoughts. Every action, every movement, was directed 
to His Glory. This was the secret of her unapproachable holiness. How different am I from 
Mary! I think so little of God, and do so little for Him! I will try to do more, that I too may 
become more pleasing to God, more full of His graces and gifts. 

Holy Mother of God, pray for me! 
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Ana then asked the Bishop and the Governor 
of the Province what she should do. They 
decided to carry the statue of Our Lady in 
solemn procession form Don Rosendo's 
Ranch to Dona Ana's chapel. This time Ma-
nuel went with the statue in procession to 
Dona Ana's and from then on Manuel remai-
ned as the caretaker for his beloved statue of 
Our Lady. Now that Our Lady had her fa-
vourite sacristan with her, she remained in 
her new location. 
The new shrine became so popular that it 
soon had to be enlarged. The foundation 
stone for the new church was laid in 1677, 
by Fra Gabriel, a Carmelite Friar. It was 
during this year that the first 
recorded miracle took place. 
Other miracles had taken place 
before this date, but they had 
not been carefully written 
down. 
Our Lady told Manuel when he 
was going to die and promised 
him that he would go to Hea-
ven. Manuel died a holy death 
on the date Our Lady had pro-
mised and he was buried in a 
tomb at the foot of the altar, 
where the miraculous statue of 
Our Lady was enshrined. 
In 1710, another recorded mi-
racle took place. Fr. Bernabe had a tumour 
in his throat. He rubbed some oil from the 
lamp at Our Lady's shrine on his throat, and 
was cured. 
The pilgrims increased in number, and a 
church which was started in 1730, was soon 
abandoned in favour of another church built 
in 1763. This was the year Our Lady of Lu-
jan was declared patroness of Buenos Aires. 
For the next hundred years, several different 
orders of priests laboured at the shrine and 
the shrine gradually became famous throug-
hout the world. 
Another great miracle occurred on August 
28, 1780. On that date, news arrived at the 
shrine that a large group of Indians were 
killing all the people in their path, as they 
advanced ever closer to Lujan! People panic-
ked when they heard the news and they fled 
to the shrine, begging Our Lady to protect 

them. Suddenly, while they were praying, a 
mysterious thick fog gathered quickly 
throughout the town, completely hiding it 
from the enemy. The warring Indians lost 
their way and travelled elsewhere. And the 
faithful pilgrims, who prayed to Our Lady of 
Lujan, believed that she had saved them. 
Another time when parts of Argentina were 
afflicted with cholera, the Archbishop vowed 
to make a pilgrimage to Lujan if his Archdio-
cese was spared. Then while other cities 
suffered, Buenos Aires, both city and provin-
ce, and Lujan, were spared from the terrible 
cholera sickness. Our Lady had heard their 
prayers again! 

Because the shrine was so popu-
lar, in 1886, Pope Leo XIII deci-
ded to honour the miraculous 
statue of Our Lady of Lujan with 
a papal coronation. He blessed a 
crown which was made of gold, 
and set with almost 500 pearls, 
diamonds, rubies emeralds and 
sapphires. This crown was used 
for the papal coronation of Our 
Lady of Lujan, which took place 
on May 8, 1887. Many other 
popes honoured the shrine of 
Our Lady of Lujan as well. 
By 1904, the Lazarist Fathers, 
who were running the shrine at 

the time, had built a grand basilica for Our 
Lady of Lujan. The miraculous image of Our 
Lady was transferred to this basilica where it 
was placed in a shrine behind the main altar. 
Our Lady stands atop a crescent moon and 
her hands are joined on her breast. She wears 
a halo of twelve stars around her head and 
her robe and mantle are embroidered with 
golden thread and jewels. The shrine is cove-
red with votive offerings in the form of silver 
hearts, as well as miniature arms, legs, and 
body parts, all proofs of the miracles of hea-
ling granted by Our Lady. 
God in his mercy has allowed many such 
shrines to Our Lady, to be built throughout 
the world. But the most important thing is 
that we should all make a shrine to Jesus and 
Mary in our hearts. This will be the best 
shrine of all for Jesus and Mary. 
Our Lady of Lujan, Pray for Us!  
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Renewal of the  
Consecration of  

the Eucharistic Crusade  
of Children to the  

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 

This consecration is to be renewed  
on May 13th, the anniversary of  

the first apparition of Our Lady at Fatima.  

 

��n these terrible times in the life of our Holy Mother the Church, O Our 
Lady, we raise our eyes to thee. At Fatima in 1917 thou had come to 
preach the greatest Crusade ever undertaken against the relentless 

forces of the Devil hurling souls into Hell. For this purpose thou addres-
sed yourself to three children asking that everyone pray, receive Com-
munion, sacrifice himself, and be an apostle for the victory of the Holy 
Catholic Church over the forces of evil.  
Wishing to answer thy call, we have restarted the Eucharistic Crusade, 
convinced that children, by their prayers and sacrifices, will be able to 
draw down upon our poor world the mercies of Heaven, and to draw af-
ter them a multitude of grown up into the battle to re�establish the rights 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We wish therefore today solemnly to place under thy motherly protection 
the Children's Eucharistic Crusade which we consecrate wholly to thy 
Immaculate Heart. Deign to accept then, O Our Lady of Fatima, to be its 
Queen and Guardian. Show us that this Consecration has been accepta-
ble to thee by pouring down upon the Eucharistic Crusade and upon all 
who uphold, support and defend it the fullness of divine blessings so that 
its spread and growth in holiness may be before the world as a living 
witness of the power of thy Immaculate Heart.  
In Heaven finally assembled by thy cares around the throne of Jesus our 
Saviour, the only True God, may all the Crusaders and the souls saved 
because of them sing with one voice for eternity:  

 

Long live Christ the King!  
 

Recited for the first time on May 13, 1987 by 
Fr. F. SCHMIDBERGER Superior General of Society St Pius X and 

Fr. D. PUGA General Chaplain of the Eucharistic Crusade  
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1. The Crucifix  
2. Canopy or Throne of the Altar  
3. Tabernacle covered by veil (wherever 
used the veil is of the color of the day or 
white)  
4 - 9. Large Candlesticks (lighted only for 
High Mass and Benediction)  
10 - 11. Small Candlesticks (lighted only for 
Low Mass)  
12 - 14. Altar Cards (the larger is in the cen-
ter, containing prayers which the priest reads 
at the Offertory and Canon. The smaller one 
on the Epistle side has the prayers read by 
the priest when washing his hands after the 
Offertory. The other smaller one on the Gos-
pel side has the Gospel of St. John, which is 
read at the end of Mass)  
15. First Gradine or Candlebench for the 
smaller Candlestick  
16. Second Gradine or Candlebench for the 
larger Candlestick  
17. Mensa or Altar Table  

18. Altar Table Coverings (three linen cloths 
cover the altar table. The fourth or top one of 
linen frequently edged with lace hangs down 
over the side of the altar to the floor)  
19. Antependium or Frontal (wherever custo-
mary a cloth of the color of the day hangs 
down in front of the altar)  
20. Gospel Side of the Altar  
21. Epistle Side of the Altar  
22. Sanctuary Floor  
23. First Altar Step  
24. Second Altar Step  
25. Predella or Altar Platform (sometimes 
called the Footpace)  
26. Credence Table  
27. Water and Wine Cruets  
28. Finger Basin  
29. Towel  
30. Communion Paten  
31. Sedilia or Priest's Bench  
32. Bell  
33. Communion Rail  

THE ALTAR IN THE SANCTUARY 
Find on the picture below all the objects and furniture necessary in the church for the 
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Try to notice them when you go to 
Mass on Sunday. This part where the altar is, is called the Sanctuary and is reserved 
to the priests, religious and altar servers. 


