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Priests and Priestly VVocations
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To be recited every morning when you wake up

Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, | offer Thee all my prayers, works,
joys and sufferings of this day, for all the
intentions of Thy Sacred Heart in union with the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world,
and in reparation for my sins.
| offer them particularly
for Priests and Priestly Vocations
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on the first Saturday of every month.

Remember that all the good works and prayers
from your treasure sheets are given each montlistwB Fellay
and His Excellency offers them at his Mass

Publisher : Father Paul BIERER

Eucharistic Crusade, 12 Tivoli Terrace South, Durabghaire, Co. Dublin
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THE LIFE OF ST DOMINIC SAVIO,
by Don BOSCO

Chapter 8 - His Studies at the Oratory. His Conductat
School. His Dealings with Quarrels and Special Dargs.

aving already laid a good foundation at for approaching each in

Mondonio for the study of Latin, and turn, urged them to give

owing to his powers of application and up their hatred, and
exceptional talent, Dominic was soon raised to pointed out that anger
the fourth class, which, according to presentand revenge were
scholastic arrangements, would correspond toagainst the commandments of God; he wrote to
the second course of Latin grammar. During each of them, threatening to acquaint their
this course he was one of the pupils of Profes-parents and their master, but the headstrong
sor Bonzanino, for at that time classes for stu- boys were not to be influenced; their minds had
dents were not yet conducted at the Oratory become so embittered that all entreaties were in
itself. Were | to speak here of his conduct, of vain. Apart from the risk of bodily injury to
the advancement he made, of his exemplarythemselves, Dominic was most concerned with
behaviour, | should have to repeat what his the offence against God, and he was eager to
previous masters said of him. | shall therefore find some means of effectually interfering, but
restrict myself to relating some incidents which was perplexed as to the manner of doing so.
were noted down during this period by those He then seemed to have an inspiration. He
who were closely associated with him. The waited for the boys after school, and contriving
Professor himself often said that he could not to speak to each alone, he said: "Since you will
recollect ever having had a pupil more attenti- persist in this insane and sinful quarrel | ask
ve, more respectful than young Savio, for he you to accept one condition." Each agreed,
was quite a model in everything. There was provided it did not interfere with their challen-
never any affectation about his manner or ap-ge of a fight with stones, and indulged in some
pearance; he was always careful and courteousyery unbecoming language in reference to his
so that his companions, many of whom were enemy. The very language was enough to make
drawn from good families, were anxious to Savio shudder, but desirous of preventing a
become friendly and to converse with him. If greater evil he said: "The condition | wish to
the professor noticed a pupil who was restlessimpose does not interfere with the challenge:
and troublesome, he contrived to put him near "Then what is it?" "I shall not tell you till you
Dominic, who, in his own tactful way, was sure meet for the duel.”
to get him to keep silence, and apply himself to  They thought he was making game of them,
study or the work then in hand. but Savio insisted that he was quite serious and

It is during this year that the record of Domi- that he would be on the scene. Neither could

nic's life gives us an incident full of heroism, conjecture what his plan was.
and which is the more remarkable when his To be followed
yOUth is taken into COnSideratiOn, for he Wa S mmrrrrrrr e e e e e e e e
only fourteen when he came to the Oratory g
The occurrence in question concerns two of hig
school fellows, between whom a fierce quarre{g}
had arisen, on account of some remarks on
point of family honour. The quarrel proceeded@
from the exchanging of insults to the giving of [

blows and stone throwing. Dominic came tolg 5
hear of this quarrel, but he saw the difficulty Of% i
trying to interfere, for both boys were older and & 8
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bigger than he was. However he found meang
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FOLLOWING THE LITURGY THIS MONTH :

June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Here are some attitudes needed for a successhilqaaf this devotion :
- A true love of Jesus Christ and of His SacredrHea
- Special respect for, and veneration of, the BldsSacrament
- A desire to make reparation for the neglect augglatitude of mankind

June 8" Feast of Corpus Christi - First Thursday

A great feast, on which we thank Jesus for givisgHis Sacred Body, with His
Blood, Soul and Divinity. Adoration of the Bless8dcrament in our churches, and a
special day in Athlone, Corpus Christi Church!

June 4': First Friday

Offer your communion today to the Sacred Heart fitis¢ Friday of the month of the
SH. Try to recite the litany to the SH, they arlt @ teaching about the Heart of Je-
sus and consolation in the miseries of this life.

June ¥': First Saturday
Communion and devotions (Rosary) in honour of thenaculate Heart of Mary.

June 1Y Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Let us return love for love ff
Jesus and unite our heart to
Sacred Heart. «Behold thig
Heart that has loved men §
much!»

June 2% St John the Baptist
We honour today the greatt
among the children of men, te
precursor of the Messiah, a mfjst
perfect example of one faith{l

to his vocation, till martyrdom.

June 28: Holy Apostle Pete
and Paul

We celebrate together the t
columns of the Church :
Peter, the first Pope, chosen
Jesus, to be the keeper of Catf
lic Doctrine;

Paul, the Apostle of the Nationg
chosen by Jesus also on the r
to Damascus, to be the preac
of Catholic Doctrine througho
the world.

Both died martyr in Rome, o i
crucified, the other by the sworé
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St Teresa of Avila
Meditation, or mental prayer, is a devout and fiulittonsi-
deration of Divine things, and of all that is comdle to the
acquirement of virtue and of eternal salvationisitnot a
difficult exercise; it requires attention and reften, a desi-
re to know God better in order to love Him moreshould
be done in the company of Our Lady, the saints ynd
guardian Angel. Below is some material to help you.

appy eyes which are shut to outward things, butninton things internal.

Message of Our Lord to St Margaret Mary
« | have a burning thirst," confided Jesus to aints "to be honored and loved by
men in the Most Holy Sacrament and | find nearlyone who strives, according to
my desire, to quench my thirst, by loving me irurat »

What St John Mary Vianney, Patron Saint of Priesdgs on the Holy Priesthood
What is a priest! A man who holds the place of Goal man who is invested with all
the powers of God. Go to confession to the Bled&egin, or to an angel; will they
absolve you? No. Will they give you the Body anddgl of Our Lord? No. The Holy
Virgin cannot make her Divine Son descend intoHlest. You might have two hun-
dred angels there, but they could not absolve yopriest, however simple he may
be, can do it; he can say to you, "Go in peacegrtign you. " Oh, how great is a
priest! The priest will not understand the greasnefshis office till he is in Heaven. If
he understood it on earth, he would die, not
of fear, but of love. The other benefits of
God would be of no avail to us without the
priest. What would be the use of a house
full of gold, if you had nobody to open you
the door! The priest has the key of the hea-
venly treasures; it is he who opens the
door; he is the steward of the good God,
the distributor of His wealth.

St Aloysius’ Act of Consecration

Patron of the Youth - Feastday : Juné'21
Most Holy Mary, my Lady, to thy faithful care ananticular protection, and to the bosom of
thy mercy, today and every day, particularly atlloerr of my death, | commend my soul and
my boday; all my hope and consolation, all my &iahd miseries, my life and the end of my
life, | commit to thee, that through thy most haiyercession and by thy merits all my actions
may be directed and ordered according to thy widl that of thy divine Son. Amen.
Pope Leo XllI granted in 1890 an Indulgence of 8&@s every time one says this prayer.
(An indulgence is the remission of the punishmemet td sin that we would do in Purgatory
otherwise.)

Dear Crusaders and l:riends’occasion,hundreds of children

his Crusader is shorter andVill gather at Econe on June
lighter than usual because2Sth, the day before the Ordina-
the space is neeéled in thdions, to celebrate the prudence

envelopes to send you the infor-2nd wisdom of the Holy Pope.
mations for the camps. We shalThe Eucharistic Crusade will be

make up for it in the Summer! well represented by delegations

The month of the Sacred Heartfom all over the world, hopefully
always ends in Econe, Switzer-SOMe from Ireland. We will defi-
land, by the ordinations of nitely be in spirit with them.

Priests and Deaconslt is 40 [N this last month of your school

years, this year, that ordinationsy€@l, make sure you give all the

have taken place in the Seminary€N€rgy and attention you can to

During that time, Archbishop Le- YOUr studies and examsas there
febvre and the four Bishops helS _nothlng more important than
has consecrated in 1988, hav&0ing yourduty of state

ordained more that000 priests YOou Will then enjoy a good sum-
Some of you have had the gracdne" and espemally.the camps. |
of attending the Ordinations, it is'00K forward to seeing many of
a most magnificent ceremony,YOU there.

and a miracle every time, in ourPon't forget to send you treasure!
world where the number of God Dbless, B
priests is going down day after Father Paul Bierer +
day. So dear childremray for
priests and vocationsonce more, Cruise on
and may Almighty God raise ma . .
ny vocations among you! the Viking Ship

This year, there is another ann Saturday, June 12th, 201

versary: 100 years ago, Pope
Pius X, our Patron Saint, issued Athlone
Holy Mass - 11 am

Decree in which he asked th

children should receiveHoly DTS I 2 ol frO”I“ th‘;ChurCh
. Bring your own lunc

Communion as soon as they re 5€ per person, discount for families

ched the age of reason. For th




Bl. Euphrasia of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
(1877-1952)
Sister of the Congregation of the Mother of Carmel

he daughter of Anthony and Kunjethy ses which caused
of Eluvathingal Cherpukaran, Rose her intense suffe-
Eluvathingal was born on 17 October ring. Once, during
1877 in the village of Kattoor, in the Diocese a particularly pain-
of Trichur, India. Her mother's deep piety ful attack, the Sis-
and great devotion to the Virgin Mary, the ters were resolved to send her away for ever,
Mother of God, had a strong influence on but through an apparition of the Holy Family
little Rose from her childhood. she received a miraculous healing that per-
mitted her to continue following God's call.
From the stories that her mother told her,
especially about St Rose of Lima, she grewModel of prayer, abandonment
with a strong desire to practice the virtues, to
suffer for Jesus and to be holy, and to do allon 10 May 1897 Rose became a postulant
this in a quiet, hidden manner. and took the name Sr Euphrasia of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, and on 10 January 1898
During her developing years Rose began toshe received the holy habit of Carmel.
detach herself from earthly possessions and
pleasure and took a great interest in spiritualShe practised the virtues of humility, charity
matters. This was all the more rooted in herand renunciation and grew in holiness with
at the age of 9 by means of an apparition ofthe help of the Blessed Virgin Mary. For the
the Blessed Mother, after which the young periods of grave illness and the trials of the
girl offered herself totally to the Lord. powers of darkness that she endured, she was
rewarded by intense spiritual joys.
Notwithstanding the strong opposition of her
father, who wanted Rose to marry into a richOn 24 May 1900 St Mary's Convent was
family, she wanted to become a religious founded in the current Archdiocese of Tri-
Sister. Her intense prayer life, which inclu- chur, and on the same day Sr Euphrasia made
ded the rosary, fasting and abstinence, aser perpetual vows to God, a day of unspea-
well as the rather sudden death of her younkable joy, since now she belonged for ever to
ger sister, brought about a change of heart irher Heavenly Spouse.
her father, Anthony, who granted Rose per-
mission to enter the convent. From 1904 to 1913 Sr Euphrasia was entrus-
ted with the duty of novice mistress and,
In fact, her father accompanied her personal-sustained by the gifts and power of the Holy
ly to the convent of the Congregation of the Spirit, she formed the future members of her
Mother of Carmel at Koonammavu, the first Congregation. In their Mother Mistress the
indigenous congregation of Syro-Malabars. novices saw the heroic virtues of humility,

poverty, penance, obedience and abandon-
But even with her desire to be a Religious, ment to God's will.
Rose was often afflicted with various illnes-
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Although Sr Euphrasia wanted to live a hid- came from Jesus, who had become her betro-
den life, she was chosen as Superior of thehed in spiritual matrimony as her letters
Convent of St Mary at Ollur. Due to her testify.

profound humility she found it difficult to

accept this new duty. But after an interior From her profound union with the Lord Jesus
inspiration she acquired a statue of the Sa-came her capacity to give of herself to others,
cred Heart of Jesus, placed it in the centre ofand so she fully incarnated the motto of her
the convent and entrusted the duty of MotherCongregation: "Remain united to me in
Superior to his Sacred Heart. She held thecontemplation and consecrated to me in ac-
post from 1913 to 1916. tion" (cf. Jn 15: 5).

For almost 48 years the convent of St Mary Thus, with a pure heart Mother Euphrasia
was home to Mother Euphrasia. Observinggave her maternal love and tenderness to
her life of prayer and holiness, the local those who sought her help. She gave them
people called her "Praying Mother", and her the comforting words of Jesus' Gospel and
Sisters in community referred to her as theinterceded for them. For each little kindness
"Mobile Tabernacle", because the divine bestowed upon her she would reply, "I will
presence she kept within her radiated to allnot forget it, not even after death".
she encountered.

Mother Euphrasia had a profound sense of
From the first years of her Religious life, Church and she personally felt the sorrows
Mother Euphrasia had the blessing of theand problems of the Church of her day. She
spiritual guidance of Bishop John Menacher- offered her mortifications and penances for
ry. He ordered her to reveal to him every the conversion of schismatics and asked the
aspect of her spiritual life, and he wisely novices and children to pray for them.
kept all of her letters.

She prayed ardently before the Blessed Sa-
When his successor, Mar George Alappatt,crament for the Holy Father, for Bishops,
retired, he entrusted the letters to the Supepriests and Religious.
rior of the Congregation of the Carmelites of
Trichur with the prophetic words: "You will Mother Euphrasia offered her life in sacrifice
need them". In fact, they are a precious treafor love of God. She abandoned herself to his
sure and an authentic mirror of the spiritual will and finally joined him in the heavenly
life of this holy, humble Religious. embrace with her holy death on 29 August

1952,
Loving Church and neighbour

After Mother Euphrasia’'s death many of
Mother Euphrasia spent much of her day inthose who had obtained her help during her
the convent chapel before the Blessed Sacralifetime now continued to beseech her help at
ment and she also nourished a great love andier tomb. In 1990 her tomb was opened, and
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary; as a her mortal remains were moved to the
result, she was naturally an apostle of theconvent chapel.
Eucharist and of the Rosary.

John Paul Il approved the Decree of the he-
She was totally dedicated to love and wasroic virtues of the Servant of God in 2002,
continually consoled by the Crucified Lord. proclaiming her Venerable. On Sunday, 3
She was the first to humble herself and toDecember 2006, she was made by Pope Be-
accept suffering, misunderstandings andnedict XVI the fifth Blessed of Kerala, India,
rejection for love of Christ. Her strength and the sixth of the Nation of India.



