The Unity of the Church and the Return of Romertadition,
especially the success of our discussions with Rome

To be recited every morning when you wake up
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of MaryfdroFhee all my
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day,dbthe intentions
of Thy Sacred Heart in union with the Holy Sacefiaf the Mass
throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins
| offer them particularly
for the unity of the Church and the return of Rometo Tradition
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Treasure] Mornin Communions Decades| Visits to 15 mins Good
Sheets NIl Masses Sacrifices] of the Blessed | of medita-
Offering . ) Example
returned Sac. Spirit. Rosary | Sacramen] tion

32 869 | 245 | 241 | 486 | 1003 | 4335 96 94 513

Remember that all the good works and prayers
from your treasure sheets are given each montlistwB Fellay
and His Excellency offers them at his Mass
on the first Saturday of every month.
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Eucharistic Crusade, 12 Tivoli Terrace South, Durabghaire, Co. Dublin
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THE LIFE OF ST DOMINIC SAVIO,
by Don BOSCO

Chapter 4 - Dominic's School Career at Castelnuovd'Asti.
Trials and Difficulties. His Treatment of Evil Council. His
Master's Encomium. Part 1.

s his early studies were now completed, Dominiaukho

have been sent away to a higher school for moraradv

ced classes, which a small country place couldonot
vide. He was very desirous that this should benged, and his parents were greatly
in favour of it, but their condition did not allowf the realisation of such ambitious
plans. Divine Providence, however, intended to gl®the means, so that the boy
might attain the end appointed for him.
Dominic had often said in his playful manner: "lfvere a bird | should like to fly
every morning to Castelnuovo d'Asti so as to gavith my studies.”
His eager desire to continue his studies made owezcall difficulties, and it was
arranged that he should attend the Municipal schadthough they were two miles
away from his home. He had to walk there and bhekyas not yet ten years of age,
and all the variations of weather, both for sumansd winter, had to be put up with;
but all difficulties were to be overcome; Domini@asvsatisfied that he was thus per-
forming an act of obedience to his parents whiclmh@dvancing in the science of
the Saints, and this appeared to him more thanginmason for putting up with any
inconvenience.
One day an elderly person saw Dominic going aldvegrbad, about two o'clock in
the afternoon, under a broiling sun, and, mearongite him a little encouragement,
said to him: "Are you not afraid to go so far alghe
"I am not alone," said Dominic, "I have my angebglian with me, accompanying
every step.”
"But surely you find the journey long and tiresoimé¢his very hot weather."
"Nothing seems tiresome or painful when you arekwgy for a master who pays
well."
"And who is your master?"
"It is God, our Creator, who rewards even a cupadd water given for love of Him."
This little incident was related by the person viiaal the conversation with Dominic,
and he concludes by saying: "A boy who has suchghts in his head, when he is
only ten years old, is certainly destined for sayresat career.”
At school Dominic soon found how to distinguishvee¢n desirable companions and
those whose influence was bad. If he noticed one was diligent and respectful,
who knew his lessons well, and always worked h&8wininic sought his compa-
nionship; an unruly, insolent boy, or one who netgld his work, he left severely
alone. He was always kindly in his manner towahast, and seized any opportunity
of doing them a little service, but he took carétodecome intimate with them.

FOLLOWING THE LITURGY THIS MONTH :

The Holy Family of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH is tharagle of all fami-
lies. Imitate their prayer-life, their obediencethe law of God, the Charity
they have for each other. Admire the role they eaah in our Redemption!

January 1: First Friday, Octave of Christmas
Devotion to the Sacred Heart. Think of doing theeririrst Fridays this year.

January ¥': First Saturday
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Thinkdofing the five First Saturdays.

January 8: Epiphany of Our Lord

Jesus starts His life in a quiet place, far from¢howds and people, but with the she-
pherds. However, as a little child, He wants to ifesh Himself to some important
people, and He inspires three wise men, kings éir thwn countries, to come and
bring Him presentsgold because He is Himself Kingncensebecause He is God,
andmyrrh because as man He will die and be put in the tomb.

January : First Thursday
Unite yourself to the all-day Adoration in the ctiur{Athlone and Dun Laoghaire)

January 18 : Holy Family
That will be the perfect dgy
for you to pray for your fami+
ly, that it may receive all the
graces and blessings frgm
Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

b 13

January 1% : Baptism of Ou
Lord

It is the beginning of the Pu-
blic Life of Jesus. It is a pq
werful action that Jesus dogs:
He takes upon Himself all opr
sins and expiates them, that is
seeks forgiveness from God
on our behalf, thus opening
for us the gates of the mergy
of God and consequently pf
Heaven!

January 3%: Septuagesima
Not too far after Christmas,
we start the new liturgical
season that will lead to Easter.
Today starts a period of |3
weeks in preparation for Lent,
which starts Ash Wednesday




THE COMEDIAN

ome time ago, Ferravilla, the greatest comedidtaly, died. A come-
dian is somebody who does funny things to make ledapgh. During
the many years of his life he gave many joyous $itathousands and
thousands of people. He made them laugh and fatgabout their troubles,
at least for the time they were watching him.
But toward the end of his life, he had to endureagr
sufferings. At one time he is said to have comgdim
a loud and bitter voice, "I, Ferravilla, the conadwho

eased so many pains, by making so many people,laugh

now have to suffer so much! And now I, with all my
pains, can not laugh any more!"

The Bible says in Ecclesiasticus: "There is a time
weep and a time to laugh." Life is no picnic; nbak
For most of us, the roses of earthly joy only fasta
short while. For example: we get a new balloon,vibeit

break it on the way home, we get some ice creamn, bu

after we eat it the joy is over, we have a pet itadoid a
few years later it dies, we get a new bicycle after &
while it gets a flat tire. Nothing lasts forever tmis
earth!

Knowing that life and things don't last very long this
earth, we should always be prepared for death.rDestt come so quickly;
yes, even to little children. That is why we shoalldays be prepared.

And what is a good way to be prepared, you migk? & good way to be
prepared at all times for death is to live a gat& lYou can live a good life
by doing what your Mommy and Daddy tell you to d@mu can be kind to
your brothers and sisters and your friends. Yougray for the souls in pur-
gatory and for other people you know, and you canagitention to the priest
when you go to Mass.

It's nice to know that we have so many angels aintsto help us live a
good life. Make friends with the angels and saifigk out a few favourites
and pray to them from day to day. And don't justypo them, talk to them as
well. Tell Jesus and Mary you are having troublé wour homework, and
that you need their help. Tell St. Michael the Amabel that you are afraid of
the dog next door, even if it is tied up! Tell $vseph you need help cleaning
your room, or doing the dishes. Then put your bt forward in doing the-
se things and you will see; it will get easier. ®aénts are there to help us,
call on them always — and don't forget to thankrthe
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| asked the New Year for some motto sweet,

Some rule of life by which to guide my feet;

| asked and paused. It answered soft and low;
“God’s Will to know.”

Will knowledge, then, suffice, New Year?
| cried,;
But ere the question into silence died,
The answer came; “Nay this remember, too—
God’s Will to do.”

Once more | asked: “Is
there still more to tell?”
And once again the ans-
wer sweetly fell:
“Yea, this one thing all
other things above—
God'’s Will to love.”

God's will to know
God's will to do
God's will to love

Spiritual BouquetHe hath put down the mighty from their throne,
and hath exalted the humbge. Luke 1:52

SAINT SIMEON STYLITES

ne winter's day, about the year 401, the snow lay

thick around Sisan, a little town in Cilicia. A she

pherd boy, who could not lead his sheep to the
fields on account of the cold, went to the chunctéad
and listened to the eight Beatitudes, which weeal rinat
morning. He asked how these blessings were to ba-ob
ned, and then, when he was told of the monastg &f
thirst for perfection arose within him. He becarne won-
der of the world, the great Saint Simeon Stylitggen by
God in spectacle to Angels and men.

He was warned that perfection would cost him déwat, it could not be attained wi-
thout first conquering self. A mere child, he begla@ monastic life by learning the
Psalter by heart, and thereafter passed a dozes yeauperhuman austerity. He
bound a rope round his waist until the flesh festeHe took food only once in seven
days, and, when God led him to a solitary life, tkigsts of forty days. He desired
solitude and spent three years as a hermit in i edtithe base of a mountain. When
he became a curiosity for many persons becausésoéxtreme mortifications, he
spent thirty-seven years on the top of a very Ipigjar in Syria, not far from Antioch,
exposed to heat and cold, standing in prayer, ngsen to lie down, nourished each
week by the Holy Eucharist, day and night adorhmgymajesty of God.

Perfection was all in all to Saint Simeon; the ngeaere nothing, except in so far as
God chose them for him. Certain solitaries of #gion, hearing of him, were suspi-
cious of a life so new and so strange, and senesafntheir number to test him, re-
proving him for departing from the tested waysh# Fathers and choosing a path so
original. They bade Saint Simeon come down frompliliar and return to the com-
mon life he had left. In a moment the Saint madelygo descend, but the emissaries
were satisfied with this proof of humility; theydaeen told to revoke the order if he
was disposed to obey. “Stay,” they said, “and ted@rage; your way of life is from
God.”

Cheerfulness, humility, and obedience thus set 8l upon the inspired austerities
of Saint Simeon. He obtained miracles for those appealed to his prayers, and by
his tears and supplications to God averted cagst® he foresaw in vision. The
words which God put into his mouth brought crowfiagans to Baptism and sin-
ners to penance. At last, in the year 460, those wéitched from below noticed that
he had been motionless for three whole days. Tisegraled, and found the old
man’s body still bent in the attitude of prayert his soul was with God.

Reflection. Saint Augustine says, “This is the occupation wf life: by effort and
toil, by prayer and supplication, to advance in tfrace of God, until we come to that
height of perfection where with clean hearts we inalyold God.”



