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Princes and Heads of State 
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To be recited every morning when you wake up 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer Thee all my 
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day, for all the intentions 
of Thy Sacred Heart in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins.  
I offer them particularly   

for Princes and Heads of State 

Remember that all the good works and prayers  
from your treasure sheets are given each month to Bishop Fellay  

and His Excellency offers them at his Mass  
on the first Saturday of every month. 

Publisher : Father Paul BIERER 
Eucharistic Crusade, 12 Tivoli Terrace South, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 
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Treasure 
Sheets 

returned 

Morning 
Offering Masses 

Communions 
Sacrifices 

Decades 
of the 
Rosary 

Visits to 
 Blessed 

Sacrament 

15 mins 
of medita-

tion 

Good 
Example 

Sac. Spirit. 

31 875 235 216 494 1106 4542 64 82 418 
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THE LIFE OF ST DOMINIC SAVIO,  

by Don BOSCO 
Chapter 4  - Dominic’s Master praises His Virtues. Part 2. 
 

�� is conduct at the higher school of Castelnuovo d'Asti might 
serve as a model to any young student who desires to ad-
vance in knowledge and virtue. For this reason, the account 

given by his master is useful and noteworthy. He says: 
"I very willingly send you an account of Dominic Savio, because in a very short time 
he gained a high place in my estimation and affection, and because I still have a vivid 
recollection of his excellent behaviour, his zeal in good works and his many virtues. I 
cannot say much about the performance of his religious duties, for he attended the 
parish church of his own district, which was two or three miles from the school; for 
that reason he did not belong to our confraternity, though he was just the sort of boy 
we should have been glad to admit. 
He came to this school as soon as his elementary course was over, beginning on the 
feast of St. Aloysius, June 21st, 1852. That was, in itself, a little extraordinary, for the 
great patron of young students found no more devoted follower than Dominic. He 
was gentle in appearance and manner, and had an air about him of mingled gravity 
and affability. His disposition was always marked, by calmness and good nature; both 
in school and out of it, his conduct was such as to produce a most agreeable impres-
sion, and for me to deal with him in the course of his school work was like a reward 
for the many fatigues so often to be endured in the training of boys, who are often 
dull and not eager for lessons. Hence it may very well be said that he was Savio 
(wise), not only in name, but in fact, viz., in his studies, in piety, in conversation and 
his dealing with others, and in all his actions. 
From the day he entered the school to the end of that scholastic year, and during the 
four months of the next year that he spent with us, his progress in his studies was 
little short of phenomenal. He speedily gained the first place in his class, and the 
other honours of the school, and invariably got full marks for the subjects which were 
examined from time to time. These eminently successful results must be attributed to 
his exceptional abilities and to his love of study and virtue. 
Deserving also of special praise was his exactness in every duty, no matter how tri-
vial, and his constant attendance at the classes, in spite of all difficulties and of his 
long walk to the school. He was by no means a robust or vigorous boy, and this going 
to and from school, a distance of nearly three miles each way, would in itself be am-
ple proof of his assiduity in his studies. But during that year, 1852-1853, he showed 
signs of weakness and general failing health, so that his parents decided on a change 
of abode. I was disappointed at losing so promising a pupil, too whom I had become 
attached, but I had expected to lose him, for I had seen that his delicate constitution 
was beginning to give way under the strain; and when I heard later on that he was to 
go to the Oratory at Turin, I was quite satisfied, as I knew he would there have the 
opportunity for the cultivation of his rare intellect and piety." 
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FOLLOWING THE LITURGY THIS MONTH : 
 

FEBRUARY usually marks the beginning of Lent. Time of reflection and 
prayer. Time of recollection and sacrifice. Time of GRACE! 
 

February 2nd: Candlemas 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 40 days after He was born, according to the Je-
wish Law of the Old Testament. Our Lady comes to offer the Son of God in the Tem-
ple and receives the prophecy of the old man Simeon, a sword will pierce Her Heart! 

 

February 4th: First Thursday 
Unite yourself to the all-day Adoration in the church (Athlone and Dun Laoghaire) 
 

February 5th : First Friday 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart. Confession and Communion on First Fridays. 
 

February 6th : First Saturday 
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Think of doing the five First Saturdays. 
 

February 11th : Apparition of Our Lady at Lourdes 
Message of Our Lady to St Bernadette : «  I do not promise you happiness in this 
world, but in the next! », « Penance! You must pray for sinners. » « Tell the priests to 
build a chapel here and come in Procession ». « I am the Immaculate Conception! » 
 

February 17th : ASH WEDNES-
DAY 
Day of fast and abstinence in the 
whole Church. We will receive 
the ashes with humility, remem-
bering that our body will become 
dust, and will be glorified accor-
ding to the good works we have 
accomplished in this life, see 2nd 
Sunday of Lent. 
 

February 21st: 1st Sunday of Lent 
Temptation of Our Lord in the 
desert : During Lent, we too 
should retire in the desert, in the 
solitude of our own heart, to 
pray and be more ready to fight 
the attacks of the Devil. 

 

February 28th: 2ndSunday of Lent 
In the midst of all the tribula-
tions and sacrifices of life, Our 
Lord wants to give hope to the 
Apostles by showing them a 
glimpse of His Glory and Divini-
ty : the TRANSFIGURATION! 


��	&��� � ���	��	 ��	"����	2	�	



5 ����������	�
�����  ��������	
��� �

 

SACRIFICES ... 
 
There are many kinds of sacrifices you may make during the day, small or 
big. If you want to make bigger sacrifices, be prudent and ask the advice of 
your parents or a priest to know if it is a good idea, according to your age and 
situation. 
Below is a list of things you may offer as sacrifices. There are many more of 
course : 

Be attentive at school 
Say your prayers with attention and devotion 
Help at home 
Do your homework before sports and play 
Keep your bedroom clean 
Be obedient, promptly and smiling 
Give up candy, sweets and desserts 
Give up movies, video games (if you play these kinds of things!) 
Do your chores when it is the time, do not procrastinate 
Do not talk back to your parents and those in charge of you 
Do not complain 
Be always respectful, be courteous and well-mannered towards adults 
Be considerate with your brothers and sisters and your friends 
Make good confessions and prepare well 
Make good communions and prepare well for them 
Make often spiritual communions 

 

… FOR PRIESTS 
 
The Pope has announced that we should this year pray for Priests. So pray for 
all the priests you have known in your life, especially those that have given 
you the sacraments, Baptism, First Confession, First Communion, Confirma-
tion, and during this Lent pray for a particular priest so that your sacrifices 
and prayers may have a more concrete purpose for  you. Write his name on a 
piece of paper or even on your treasure sheet, and you will remember him 
every day in your sacrifices. 
 

AND DON’T FORGET TO NOTE THE NUMBER OF SACRIFICES  
EVERY DAY ON YOUR TREASURE SHEET!  

AND GOOD EXAMPLES AS WELL! 
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------John-------- 

�� uch a ragged, dirty little boy he was when he first came to school, 
and so naughty that many a time his teacher was in despair over 
him. 

But it was no wonder John was naughty. He had never been taught to be 
anything else. His father and mother were tramps who spent all their 
lives going from one village to another begging; then when they got a 
few pence they spent them at the nearest public-house. They never spoke 
without swearing and using bad language, which John thought very cle-
ver. From a tiny child he had tried to copy them in every way, until he, too, never spoke wi-
thout using bad language.  

He was always in rags, and had never known what it was to wear shoes and stockings, nor 
could he ever remember staying longer than a week at any place until he was about eight years 
of age. At that time they were near Manchester, when John's mother fell ill, so they went to live 
in a tiny room in one of the worst streets in that city.  

Now it happened, that John's mother was a Catholic, though not a good one. She had never 
been inside a church since she was a little girl at school, but feeling herself so ill she thought 
about the bad life she had led, and how John had never been Baptized. So one day when his 
father was out she sent John to look for a priest. John went out into the street, asked someone 
to tell him where a priest could be found, and soon returned with him to his mother.  
The priest stayed a long time with her, for he saw she was dying, and he wanted to help her to 
be sorry for the bad life she had led. He promised, too, that John should be Baptized and put 
into a Catholic school. Soon after this his mother died, but not before the priest had done all he 
could for her and for John, and John's father made up his mind to stay in Manchester now his 
wife was dead.  

John did not like school at all. He had spent the whole of his life roaming about the country, 
and he could not see why he should be made to sit still and learn all sorts of things he did not 
want to know. So he behaved as badly as he could, and did his best to make the others naughty 
too. The only time that John was good in school was during religious instruction. He had never 
heard the life of Our Lord before, and when he first heard the story of the Passion he cried 
bitterly. If his teacher had not noticed this, I think she would have had him sent away from the 
school, but she thought she would get him to be good for the love of Our Lord.  

One day she asked him to walk home with her so that she might talk to him alone. She explai-
ned to him how he hurt Our Lord by his bad behaviour, and by the bad language he used. John 
replied that he did not want to be naughty but that he never thought, and that he did not know 
when he was using bad language. He just spoke the same way as his father. His teacher said 

she would give him a little picture of the 
Sacred Heart and told him when in school 
to keep it on his desk to remind him, and 
John promised that he would try to do 
better.  

Each morning he took out his picture as 
his teacher had told him, and many a ti-
me, just as he was going to begin some 
trick to make the boys laugh, his eyes fell 
upon it and he went on with his lessons 
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instead. He did not get good all at once though: many and many a time he had to be punished. 
But he went on trying, and that was what his teacher wanted.  

The next year he made his First Confession. His great trouble was his habit of swearing. It 
seemed as if he could not cure himself. You see he had always heard this language from his 
father when at home. The following year the priest put him in the First Communion class, but 
told him he must overcome this habit if he wished to receive Our Lord with the other children.  

John often tried to do little acts to please Our Lord, and it made him sad to think he had so little 
to give Him. One day his teacher asked the children instead of buying sweets to bring their 
money for some very poor children, and in this way to show their love for Our Lord. Poor John 
was very sad about this. What could he give? He had nothing at all. The next day, to his joy, 
his father gave him a halfpenny to buy his dinner. John was delighted. He ran all the way to 
school, and handing his halfpenny to the teacher, asked her to take one farthing for the poor 
and the change would do for his dinner. Do you not think Our Lord must have loved him?  

A month later, on the Feast of Corpus Christi, the children were to make their First Holy Com-
munion. Although John still used bad words sometimes, he was so much better that the priest 
said he might make it too. The day before, John went to Confession, and was glad to think 
there was only the night to pass before Our Lord would come to him. He had no nice clothes to 
wear, nothing but his rags, but his teacher had told him to wash himself well and she would 
lend him a coat, as he had not got one. So when it was time to go to bed he got some water and 
began to wash himself vigorously. His father asked him what he was doing that for, and John 
told him. He had only once or twice before spoken to his father about religion, for each time it 
had made him so angry that he had beaten John cruelly, so the boy thought it wiser to say no-
thing about it. But that night he had answered without thinking.  

When his father heard what John was going to do the next day he was so angry that he began 
using the most dreadful language, and took up a stick to beat him.  

"Oh, father, beat me if you will," said John, as he put his hands to his ears, "but do not use such 
dreadful words. I cannot stay here if you do." 

 "So your own father's language is not good enough for you! And you can't stay here? You 
shall not stay here. Go and find a home for yourself." And pushing him out of the door the 
angry man shut it, and left his little boy in the street. It was dark. John walked slowly down the 
street until he found a doorstep where he would be nearly hidden if a policeman passed. Then, 
sitting down, he took out his rosary and quietly said his prayers till he fell asleep.  

Early in the morning he awoke stiff and cold.  

But he did not think of that. He only remembered it was his First Communion day and ran off 
towards his school.  

His teacher was there with the other First Communicants, and lent him the coat she had promi-
sed, pinning a white ribbon on to the sleeve. How happy John was as he walked up to the com-
munion rails with the others, and it was only after the breakfast at the school, when John was 
talking to the priest, that he told him where he had spent the night. 

 "You see, Father," he said, "I was so afraid if I listened to those dreadful words I should be 
repeating them to myself without thinking, and so stain 
my soul."  

So, in order to make a pure home for Our Lord in his 
heart, John had lost his earthly home. But you will be 
pleased to hear that the priest found a new, good Catho-
lic home for him, where he grew up to become a good 
and useful man. �
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